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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR  

NOVEMBER 11! 

60+ Luncheon  
in the Fellowship Hall 

at noon. 

Shoebox collection for  
Operation Christmas Child! 

Congregational meeting 

after worship today 

(purpose is the election 

of Officers). 



  

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

A good friend of mine recently encouraged me to make lists of things I need to do so that I 
will be more efficient.  At first, I ignored her advice but soon learned that I needed a list to 
stay focused.  A number of times, I have created a list early in the day and then proceed-
ed to follow my list throughout the day. Each time I have done that I have felt a sense of 
accomplishment! 
 

Today, I knew I was going to Butler and knew exactly which stores I was going to visit.  Because it was so 
clear in my mind, my only list for the day was what I needed to buy at one particular store. I put the list on the 
seat next to me in the car next to some clutter.  At the end of the day, when I was cleaning up the clutter, I 
saw my list and realized I had forgotten to go to that particular store that day and didn't buy any of the items I 
needed.    
 

I guess I learned today that making a list isn't helpful if it gets lost in clutter.  Clutter, according to one source, 
is "a collection of things lying around in an untidy mess."  Clutter is a major 
distraction that often covers up what is more important.  In Colossians, in the 
context of living the victorious Christian life, the Apostle Paul instructs believ-
ers to "set your minds on things above, not on earthly things."  Yet, too often, 
we as Christians, allow the clutter of the world to distract us from doing just 
that.  As a result, we fail to live the victorious Christian life! 
 

By the way, at the top of my list of things to buy today was an organizer that I 
was going to use to organize the clutter on my desk.  But, because my list 
was lost in all the clutter, my goal of organizing my desk will have to wait for 
another day.   And, of course, the best way to make sure that happens is to 
make another list! 
      Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom    

 

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Terri Faust, Minister of Music  

Tammy Mowry, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:45 Sunday School  (Sept.-May) 

Youth Group as scheduled 
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

•Summit Church’s Christian 

Community Outreach Building  
 

•Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

•HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the October 9 meeting  

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Tom performed two weddings since last month’s Session 
Meeting Neither wedding was held at the church.  Pastor Tom also reviewed illnesses 
of some members and that he has been visiting them. 

 

Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the September 11 Ses-
sion Meeting.  Communion was served on October 7.  Brief discussion of the nominat-
ing committee took place.   

 

Finance Committee:  Motion to accept the September Treasurer’s Report.  The final 
payment was paid to S&N Industries for the HIS Kids School building roof.  A brief 
discussion on the deficit in income and increase in expenses will continue to be moni-
tored.   
 

Christian Education:  Fall Festival “Treasure Hunt” will be on October 20 – 4:00-5:30 
p.m.  Youth Group has been having 10-12 youth attend. 
 

Missions Committee:  The shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child are here and 
ready to be filled. 

 

Congregational Care:  Keep checking the bulletin inserts for events that the Deacons 
are planning. 

 

Worship Committee:  We will have the Christian flag dedication on October 28. 
 

Facilities Report:  The new stove has been ordered for the kitchen.  The work of get-
ting the remaining items out of Manse 2 is almost complete.        

         Submitted by Cheryl Nagel, Clerk of Session 



Grace and Glory…Rejoice! 
 
Study Verses: Psalm 84: 11, Ex 34:16,Deut 9” 5-6, Luke 2: 40, Rom 4:4, Rom 3:23, 2 Cor 3:18, Rev 21:23, 
             Psalm 115:1 
 

C.H. Spurgeon, the brilliant nineteenth century Bible scholar and preacher stated* that (Grace) and (Glory) 
are forever connected by our bounteous God.  He justifies that position citing Psalm 84 viewing the conjunc-
tion “and” between the terms “as a diamond rivet binding present with future”.  Sooner or later perfected grace 
inevitably becomes glistening glory. 
 

Grace is an attribute of God.  Simply defined, it is favor, goodwill or kindness generously dispensed without 
merit or worth to one great in need.  The Lord provides grace lovingly, abundantly and continuously following 
repentance by way of faith.  Trust God, and His grace will always be sufficient.  Cry out to the Lord as did the 
enslaved Jews in Egypt for their freedom.  Grace was “supremely revealed” in Jesus Christ and His earthly 
ministry.  Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection is the Blood Covenant in which our salvation is rooted; eter-
nal life is the precious gift exclusively granted through grace for all who believe on that Name!  God desires 
“none to perish”.  Mankind can never of itself satisfy the law and escape destruction.  Jesus fulfilled the law, 
died for our transgressions, bestowing eternal life on all who will accept it.  The very dispensation which 
saves, may be petitioned for whatever help is intensely needed.  Sickness, fear, poverty and such will invaria-
bly bow to Divine sufficiency.  One stupendous act of love brought grace to us and by the Lord’s total obedi-
ence, glory to Father God!  
 

Glory is beauty, honor and power…describing the holiness, greatness and perfection of God’s character.  
Scripturally, it is found as�moral splendor and excellence; a strong visible revelation for enhancing under-
standing of a powerful act, i.e., Jehovah’s pillar of cloud and fire leading the Israelites; audible praise from 
grateful people to convey esteem and thanksgiving.  By Christ Jesus, the lives of each follower is being stead-
ily transformed into that glorious image intended for us by our Creator.  Spurgeon writes, *glory is grace in full 
bloom, arrayed in Sabbath dress and mellow and perfect like autumn fruit.  Some will soon see the Holy City, 
others an interval later.   
 

God’s Spirit will keep us until that time! 
 

*Morning and Evening Devotions 

…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by Bob Baker.  Discover the truth and promises intended for every believer. 

SCRIPTURE SAVVY 

November Holiday 
 

Thanksgiving 

Thursday-Friday, Nov. 22-23 

Office
Closed
Today

Please update your Photo Directories: 
 

Lori Painter 
818 E. Jefferson Street, Butler, PA  16001 

 

Jenna Matis 
3505 Station Road, Erie, PA  16510 

Cancer can steal our health, but without our consent, 
it can’t steal:  prayer, peace, joy, love, and laugh-
ter.  I give God firstly and then all you the credit for 
blessing me with these things.  Your prayers, flow-
ers, cards, phone calls, and visits helped me to     
realize all the many blessings God gives each 
day.  Also, the very warm welcome you gave me 
when I first came back to church following my sur-
gery might be a little touch of what heaven must be 
like when we get there.  Thank you and God Bless. 
    Barb Wagle 

Saturday  -  

November 17 



ADULT FICTION SERIES 

Miracles of Marble Cove 
17. Steps of Faith, by Camy Tang 
 

Patchwork Mysteries 
8. Secret in the Stitches, by Jo Ann Brown 
 

Mysteries of Martha's Vineyard 
2. Like a Fish Out of Water, by Janice Thompson 
3. Adrift, by Beth Adams 
4. Maiden of the Mist, by Nancy Mehl 
 

Secrets of Wayfarers Inn 
1. Family Secrets, by Becky Melby 
2. River of Life, by Kathleen Y’Barbo 
3. All That Remains, by Tracey Bateman 
 

Sugar Creek Amish Mysteries 
27. Secrets Plain and Simple, by Elizabeth Ludwig 
28. Quilt by Association, by Nancy Mehl 
 

Tea Room Mysteries 
19. Beneath the Surface, by Susan Page Davis 
 

Patchwork Mysteries 
9. Bound in Love, by Camy Tang 
 

ADULT FICTION 

Treasured Stories of Christmas, by Sarah Anne Stuart 
As the Tide Comes In, by Cindy Woodsmall 
 

DVD SERIES 

That the World May Know by Zondervan 

15. A Clash of Kingdoms 

16. Cultures in Conflict 

The Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes are here!!! 

Have you been thinking about packing a 
shoebox??  Operation Christmas Child is 
around the corner and the November 11th 

due date will be here before you know it!!  Shoeboxes are 
available for you in the CE hallway near the community 
events bulletin board.  Inside them you will find the bro-
chure describing how to pack a shoebox (i.e., what to pack 
and what not to pack, as well as “labels” to attach to your 
filled box.  We hope that many individuals, families, and 
groups will join in the fun of sharing Christmas with a 
child in another part of the world!! 

What if you want to take part in this wonderful ministry but 
either don’t have the time to shop or perhaps physical re-
strictions prevent you from doing the shopping…Here’s a 
solution!!  For a suggested donation of $20, our Youth will 
pack a box for you. Can’t afford $20, donate what you can 
and we’ll combine your donation with others to get the job 
done.  All monies donated will be used 
exclusively for Operation Christmas 
Child!!  In order to get shopping done and 
boxes packed by the deadline, please have 
all donations (checks payable to Summit 
Church) to the church office by Novem-

ber 4.  Please mark on the envelope or check “for youth 
group shoe box packing”. 

Thank you!! 

ADVENT LUNCHEONS  
 

It's almost time for one of Summit's much-
loved traditions — Advent Luncheons!   
 
This year we will meet for (3) Tuesdays at 
noon in the Fellowship Hall for a nutri-

tious lunch, some   singing, and a short message.  The 
first luncheon is  December 4th. 
 
Since the luncheons are open to the community, be sure 
to invite your family and friends. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering to help with the 
Advent Luncheons, please see or contact  
Gail Steinhiser.    

Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the     
December December December December Herald Herald Herald Herald are due to the are due to the are due to the are due to the 

church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday,     
November 19.  Thanks!November 19.  Thanks!November 19.  Thanks!November 19.  Thanks!    

If you would like to purchase 
beautiful poinsettias to place in 
the sanctuary during Christ-
mas, your order will be due to 

the office before December 2nd!  The price of a 6½” plant 
is $8 and a 8½” plant is $20.  The colors available are red, 
white, pink and marble.  To order, fill out the form in Sun-
day bulletins or call Tammy in the office. Checks can be 
made out to Summit Church with a memo of “Poinsettias.”   

CHRISTMAS  

DECORATING AT 

SUMMIT 

     Please join your Sum-
mit brothers and sisters as we decorate 
the church for the Advent season on 
Saturday, December 1st.  We will be 
starting at 9:30 a.m.  Remember: the 
more volunteers we have, the more fun we’ll have! 
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Our students have many good 

I like learning about numbers 

Bible verses for every letter.  

 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 
 

I can't believe how the first two months of school have flown by! As they say, "time flies when you're having fun", and we certainly have been!  
We've learned about beat and rhythm, and used our classroom instruments to keep time.  Pre-K classes have been learning fun finger plays and 
songs about autumn leaves, apples and scarecrows.  Kindergarten has been studying American music and how music can be high/low, fast/slow, 
and loud/soft.  I think one of their favorite lessons involved a game with the "Music Ball" similar to hot potato, but when you were out, you got 
to beat on the big drums to help keep the rhythm!  First grade is also learning about high and low sounds, with the addition of picking out mid 
range tones.  We like to move to the music in first grade and enjoy pantomiming.  Second grade is working on distinguishing between steady 
beat and rhythm and comparing realistic and impressionist portrayals in the arts.  Third grade is studying notes on the treble staff and time signa-
tures, and how different tempos and dynamics can change the mood of song.  Fourth grade started learning about the woodwind family and notes 
on the staff in preparation for playing recorders.   
 

Every Wednesday all students have story day, where we read a chapter of the Storybook Bible and learn a praise chorus to go along with it.  We 
have already learned an impressive 7 praise choruses full of "Hallelujahs" and "Praise ye the Lords"!  As St. Augustine said, "He who sings, 
prays twice," and if that is the case, there is a lot of praying going on in our music room!                               Mrs. Adams — Music Teacher          

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Fall is here and the Preschool class has worked so hard getting decorations and projects completed for our Open House!  So our classroom is full 
of pumpkins, Indian corn, turkeys and cornucopias!  We have so much to be thankful for here at His Kids Christian School and one of the things 
we do in our Preschool classroom is always start our day with a prayer of praise and thanksgiving!  Here is our prayer we say: 
 

Father we thank you for the night.  And for the blessed morning light.  For rest and food and loving care, And all who make the day so fair.  
Help us to do the things we should, To be to others, kind and good.  In all we do, in all we say, To be more loving every day.  Amen. 
We thank the Lord for all our blessings.  We thank Him also for you and your prayers and support you give us here at His Kids Christian School.   
               Mrs. Yamnitsky — Preschool Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The students and I have been discussing what we are thankful for.  Some examples are God, parents, friends, home, sun and moon.  We had 
some interesting and cute responses as well, such as skunks, American Flag, hugs, smiles, happiness, outer space and not having to go to Day 
care.  We have been learning lots in all our subjects as well.  In Bible, it’s the Bible Truth of Samson with obeying and doing our best.  Also in 
Bible, Samuel listening to God, David and Goliath, David and Jonathan with their friendship, and Thanksgiving.  In Reading, we are learning 
more letters, sounds, and sight words.  We are starting to read short stories, which the students are excited about!  In Math, we are learning our 
numbers and counting.  They enjoy using the manipulatives for their math lessons.  In Social Studies, we are learning about the Pilgrims and 
Indians and the first Thanksgiving.  I have also started Book Club called Bookworm Buddies.  Kindergarten loved it and wants to do it 
again.  We had done Max Lucado books and discussed how it related to God.  Then we created our own creations with clay and did some papers 
on being special just the way we are.  These will be displayed at our Christmas concert.  I have started first and second grade as well and their 
projects will be displayed too.  The third and fourth grade meets in the month of January.  I got a lot of response the students are excited to read 
and I am excited to read with them! God Bless!                           Mrs. Watson, Kindergarten Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Well it has finally cooled down here in second grade! We really thought we were all just going to melt into little puddles on the floor! Getting 
adjusted and settled in, we are into our new routines! Everyone has a job in the class and we are becoming quite responsible! I’m very proud of 
how well everyone has been doing! We really got into science this quarter and have been studying animals. We have learned that there are verte-
brates and invertebrates. We ended up investigating some very creepy crawly invertebrates. The class did an experiment which involved worms 
and 3 types of materials; sand, dirt, and rice. We discovered that worms can burrow into rice and dirt but they cannot burrow into sand! How 
odd! We knocked around some reasons why and finally the students deduced that it was because the sand stuck to the worm and became dried 
out. Well we shall talk to you after the first of the year! See you then!         Mrs. Collins — Second Grade Teacher 

   

Nov. 1 (6-7:30)    Open House; Book Fair—open to          

               families 

Nov. 5, 7, 14        Book Buddies, Grades 1 & 2 
Nov. 12               NO SCHOOL – Veterans’ Day                   
Nov. 20               Pie Pickup – Boosters fundraiser 
Nov. 21               Thanksgiving Feast 
               Early Dismissal (11:30 Elementary; no 

               PM preschool) 
Nov. 22-26           Thanksgiving Break  

**To read the entire Summit Herald, 

please visit:   
https://www.summitchurchpa.org/summit-

herald-newsletters 



From the Principal – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

   

Stay Tuned 

Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to help you stay connected.  
Don’t forget to check out our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date on 
upcoming events. 
School E-mail  office@hiskidscs.org 
School Website  http://www.hiskidscs.org 
School Facebook Page HIS Kids Christian School 
Boosters E-mail  boosters@hiskidscs.org 
Boosters Facebook Page Hkcs Boosters 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        
650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 
724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 
Debora Dawson, Principal  
Rachel Trudgen, Secretary 

Katie Anderson, Financial Administrator 

LeAnn Yamnitsky, Preschool 

Patty Hankey, Pre-K & K Aide 

Marlene Beamer, Kindergarten 

April Watson, Kindergarten 

Christine Kunkel, 1st Grade 

Sherry Smith, 1st Grade Aide 

Holly Collins, 2nd Grade 

Kim Maxwell, 3rd Grade 

Josh McKruit, 4th Grade 

Perry Dawson, Computer 

Chrissy Filges, Cafeteria 

Michele Wardle, Cleaning & YMCA Cook 

Kelley Grabenstein, Art 

Suzanne Adams, Music 

Carol Novy, Bible (3-4), Phys. Ed. 

Book Buddies 

Thanks to Mrs. Watson, the Book Buddies Book 
Club after-school program will once again be held.  
With parent permission, students are treated to a 
Bible devotion, an age-appropriate book and craft, 
and a snack.  
 

Kindergarten students will be the first to stay after 
school on four Mondays and Wednesdays during 
October.  Book Buddies Book Club will be held for 
students in first and second grade on four nights 
near the first two weeks in November.  
 

When I was a kid, staying after school had a whole 
different meaning.  Now, thanks to the Book Bud-
dies Book Club, students actually look forward to 
spending even more time at school. 

Music Changes Lives 
 

The following note is from a HIS Kids parent, Ken Galvan.  He has witnessed the power of 
music in his own life.  He has given me permission to share his thoughts. 
 

Music changed my life in so many ways as a child. I began learning to read music in the fifth 
grade. Up until that point music was just background noise. But as music began to make 
sense on paper, I began to learn how different instruments worked in conjunction with each 
other and how that mixing of sounds could create wonderful music. As my knowledge in-
creased so did my love for all music and it has continued to grow all of my life.  

 

I feel that by having the opportunity to learn and then appreciate music at an early age I was 
able to comprehend so many other subjects and ideas throughout school and through my 
older years.  
 

I'm very excited to see a brand new music program begin at His Kids Christian School and 
truly hope that most of the children will enjoy the experience and will begin their own jour-
ney with music. 

Meaning of Jesus at Center of Page 
 

You may have noticed that Jesus appears at the center of this 
HIS Kids Principal’s Page.  That is because Jesus is at the 
center of everything we do every day here at HKCS.  From 
morning devotions to snack and lunchtime prayers to Bible 
instruction to praise and disciplinary teaching moments, Jesus 
is here. . .all the time. . .every day! 
 

We have a mission to fulfil at HIS Kids.  Our students are 
special young creatures who are just trying to figure out how 
they will grow up and fit into the world. As parents and 
teachers, we have a unique opportunity to show them what it 
means to be a Christian and how Christian values can make 
them and the world a better place. 
 

Wow!  As I travel in and out of regular and special subject 
classrooms, I get to observe how teachers start their day with 
scripture and prayer.  Thanks Mrs. Grabenstein (art), Mr. 
Dawson (computer), Mrs. Adams (music), and Ms. Carol for 
always starting your lessons by praying for students to be 
successful in all that they do. 
 

Jesus is at the center of everything we do.   I think we can all 
take comfort in that! 

Saving Souls by Saving Lives 
 

When Pastor Mary Jo Gould, RN and Michael Studeny, CNP, walked into the 
classroom carrying a model of a human head and torso, our third and fourth 
graders did not quite know how to react.  They soon learned there were things 
they could do in a life-threatening emergency, even at their young age. 
 

Students got hands-on instruction in what to do if they came across an adult, 
child, or infant who stopped breathing.  They learned up-to-date CPR tech-
niques and took turns performing compressions on the models.  Students were 
also taught about the Heimlich maneuver, and they practiced safely on each 
other as Pastor Mary Jo and Nurse Michael watched and corrected their tech-
niques. 
 

A discussion of the use of AED machines encouraged students to look around 

for them in public places.  They learned that even a child of their age could 

possibly save a life.  Hopefully we will never find ourselves in these kinds of 

emergency situations, but if we do, we can rest a little easier that our students 

know a little about how to help. 

Thanks again to Carl Eichenlaub from the Saxonburg 
Fire Department for providing fire safety programs to 
all our preschool and elementary students.  We are 
very lucky to have such wonderful 
folks who are ready to help us when 
we are in need. 



   Chris & Kirsten Dean 11/11/06 
   Bill & Kim Heller  11/12/11 
   Bill & Marjorie Kingan 11/17/01 
   Skip & Idelle Brown 11/22 
 
If you would like your anniversary listed in the 

Herald, please contact Tammy in the office. 

Thank you! 

1 Judy Jewell 

7 Cheryl Nagel 

 John Vensel 

8 Chuck Nagel 

9  Jason Grabenstein 

15 Terry Dean 

16 Chris Dean 

17 Lillian Kidder 

19 Kelsie Pettit 

 Roy Andrews 

20 Patrick Acquaviva 

22 Ron Lemmon 

24 Andrew Corace 

27 Zachary Corace 

 Luanne Steighner 

28 Justin Morse 

30 Rose Faust 

Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries!   Please check to see when you are 

scheduled to serve in November.  

Head Usher:  Skip Wagle 
 

Liturgist:  Celeste Faust 

 

Nursery:    
November 4 Chris Corace, Jennifer Suttor 
November 11 Michelle & Grady Morgan 
November 18 Pollie, Shane & Zane Fife 
November 25 Tori Mowry, Shanda McLay 
 

Acolytes:  
 

November 4 Communion 
November 11 Hunter Harrison 
November 18 Grady Morgan 
November 25 Mia Byers 
  

Flowers:  
 

November 4 Communion 

November 11 Faust Family (In Memory of Janice) 
  Janet Sepich (bud vase for  
  Mainard Stepp) 
November 18 Janet Sepich (In Memory of  
  Mainard Stepp) 
  Lawson Family (In Memory of 
  Tracey Carl) 
November 25 Joanne Huff 

Elders Serving Communion, November 4 

Jim Faust, Darlene Grabe, Kathy Acquaviva,  
Phil Henkel, Doug Harrison, Travis Fife 
    

Collection Ushers:    
November 4 Tom Grabe, Amy Warner,  
  Lori McCabe, Sherry Pfeifer 
November 11 Mike & Jennifer Suttor, 
  Travis & Pollie Fife 
November 18 Barb Wagle, Chuck Nagel, 
  Jeff & Lisa Beattie 
November 25 Glenn, Michelle, Brecken Farrell, 
  Dave Cadugan 
 

Greeters: 

November 4 Skip Brown, Valarie Wolfe,  
  Jeanne Lawson 
November 11 Fife Family (3) 
November 18 Kay Foertsch, Dorothy Steighner, 
  Terry Dean 
November 25 Bruce Dean, Skip Wagle,  
  Celeste Faust 

Herald Assembly Team for the December issue:  

Terry Dean          Jim Hartzell 
Rex & Judy Jewell             Eleanor Kingan 
JoAnn Lawson         Linda Morse  
Janet Sepich          Valarie Wolfe 

Are you  

moving?  
 
Please let the office know 

so we can update our records. 




