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Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

The greatest event in the Old Testament is without a doubt the story of the Exodus from 

Egypt.  That single event is the focal point throughout the OT as the defining moment in the 

lives of the Israelites.  The Jewish Passover brings to mind how a perfect lamb was slain and 

the blood was put on the doorposts to signify that this family belongs to God.  When the Isra-

elites are let go by Pharaoh, they were being released from the bondage of slavery and set 

free to become a people who answered only to God, their true king.  
 

The greatest event in the New Testament was the story of the Resurrec'on from the grave.  That single event is 

the focal point throughout the NT as the defining moment in the lives of the true believers.  The Resurrec'on 

brings to mind how a perfect lamb was slain and the blood shed for us signifies that we belong to God.  When Je-

sus rose from the grave, we too rose with Him and were released from the bondage of sin and set free to become 

a people who answer only to Jesus Christ, as our true king.   
 

As I said not long ago in another pastor's page, my favorite holiday is New Year's 

Day because, for me, it is a chance to start over.  However, a.er further reflec-

'on, I may have to change my mind.  Easter is a true opportunity to start over 

with a completely changed life.  By pu1ng our faith and trust in Him, we rise 

again with Him to a newness of life!  While New Year's Day does give me an op-

portunity to start over, Easter gives me a chance to do it with a clean slate!  I 

think that is a lot be3er, don't you? 

      Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom     

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Terri Faust, Minister of Music  

Tammy Mowry, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:45 Sunday School  (Sept.-May) 

Youth Group as scheduled 
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

•Summit Church’s Christian 

Community Outreach Building  
 

•Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

•HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the March 12 Meeting 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Tom noted some health issues of members and friends.  Pastor 

Tom provided an update on his journey with diabetes.    

Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the February 12 Session 

Meeting.  Communion was served on March 3. 

Finance Committee:  Motion to accept the February Treasurer’s Report.   

Christian Education:  Lenten Family Nights will be begin March 24 and continue on 

March 31 and April 7.  We will meet in the Fellowship Hall (5:30 – 7:00 p.m.)  We will 

have a potluck meal and intergenerational activities that will help prepare our hearts and 

minds during this Lenten season.  ROAR VBS will be June 23-27.  Preparations are begin-

ning.  Registration forms for kids and volunteers will be in the April Herald.  The Great 

Escape Youth Conference is June 9-14.  Six youth are signed up so far with three more 

spaces available.   

Mission Committee:  Sarah Bowen from the Alpha Omega Center will join us on Sunday, 

March 31.   

Congregational Care:  The Deacons will once again be making chocolate treats for Easter. 

May 5 – P.L.A.C.E luncheon.  July 14 – Christmas in July.  September 22 –P.L.A.C.E 

luncheon.  November 10 – 60+ luncheon. 

Worship Committee :  Diana reviewed the Lenten Worship Committee meeting.  We had a 

very well presented Ash Wednesday service on March 6th.  Sadly it was very poorly attend-

ed.  We will have also have Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, as well as the Sunrise and 9:30 

a.m. Easter services. 

HIS Kids Christian School Report :  Registration has begun for the 2019-2020 school 

year.  The school has received a lot of good exposure through the Butler Eagle and their 

coverage of the many special events and service projects.  The Spring Bash is Saturday, 

May 4.  The HIS Kids Festival of the Arts – Music and Art Spring Program will be held 

Thursday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.   

Facilities Report :  Several items were reviewed and have been taken care of or will be 

taken care of.       Submitted by Cheryl Nagel, Clerk of Session 



GOD’S FAITHFULNESS…OUR OWN 
 

Study Verses:  Matt 6:30; Mark 11:22; Luke 7:50; Rom 5:1, 10:17; Heb 10:23, 12:2, 11:6; James 1:3; 1Thes 5:24; Rev 

2:10 
 

For purpose of instruction, here are four questions that will help illuminate a core issue essential to our spiritual life and 

eternal destiny.  What is faith?  What is the origin of faith?  Why is faith an absolute necessity?  Who or what may be the 

object of faith? 
 

The best and clearest definition I know is indeed concise and easily understood: “Faith is the substance of things hoped 

for, the evidence of which is not seen”.  Consider also …“unquestioned belief that does not seek proof”.  Among single 

word equivalents are trust, reliance, confidence and expectation.  Interestingly, the above descriptions are capable of cov-

ering natural phenomenon, secular matters as well as religious ordinance.  Our spiritual security depends upon faith in 

God’s Holy Word.  All Judeo-Christian dogma is contained herein!  Scripture states “so faith cometh from hearing and 

hearing from the words of Christ”.  This passage has Old Testament application as well knowing Jehovah spoke through 

the prophets.  Rabbis and Jewish scholars instructed from sacred canons in synagogues.  By inspired scripture, we’ve 

learned Jesus is the “Word made Flesh”.   
 

John the Baptist, preaching Jesus, the disciples, Paul and emerging apostles, all spoke the Word before there was a defini-

tive written account of Jesus’ earthly ministry or guiding epistles.  Jesus often spoke in parables or in simple language as 

evidenced by the “Mount Sermon”, to teach the Good News of forgiveness.  Earlier, He taught as one with authority in 

the synagogues.  People heard.  Many believed.  In some, faith took root and flourished; others not so.  Faith requires 

nourishment to grow and strengthen.  It will then awaken to trust God and resist evil.  The more one seeks GOD in Word 

and prayer, the nearer the believer draws to Jesus, discerning what intimate faith can do in this life.  It sometime requires 

a jarring spiritual experience to grasp the protection and peace it affords.  Faith must face trial and testing occasionally to 

ensure spiritual dependability.  Battle training, although often deplored, is invaluable.  Christian faith expects God’s best 

but is our shield against Satan’s worst! 
 

In his unique letter to the Hebrew churches, Paul, the assumed author, writes clearly concerning apostasy impacting their 

worship; “without faith it is impossible to please God”.  The answers to two of the opening questions can be found in a 

spiritual paradox, similar in manner to an earlier lesson conversely identifying Jesus as “the” good Shepherd, while He 

earnestly accepted His Lamb of God commission.  The body of Christ (the elect), must be faithful to God to be the 

blessed recipient of His Faith.  That is to say…believe HE IS! “I AM”, is the Father’s personal name choice.  Our God 

of Glory reveals faithfulness via His essence, character, power, holiness, pureness and innate goodness.  It is manifested 

by unconditional love, mercy, promises kept and endless pantry of grace.  Faith is a precious gift intended by our Creator 

to preserve, sustain and save.  Blessing will flow, evil confronted and discipline measured out, all to increase and ease 

access for the church’s dependency upon Jesus Christ…”the author and perfecter of our faith”.   

 

Come quickly Lord Jesus!  

…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by Bob Baker.   

Discover the truth and promises intended for every        

believer. 

SCRIPTURE SAVVY 

Are you  

moving?  
 
Please let the office know 

so we can update our records. 

Office
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Our students have many good 

I like learning about numbers 

Bible verses for every letter.  

 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 
Exciting things continue to happen in Kindergarten.  We started the month of March by visiting Lutherlyn for our field trip.  Students used 

this opportunity of an outdoor-classroom to study Science and Social Studies.  Children learned how Native Americans discovered that 

maple tree sap can become syrup.  They were able to identify maple trees so they could tap trees and hang buckets.  Buckets were then col-

lected and taken to the Sugar Shack where children observed how the syrup is made.  Everyone enjoyed a pancake lunch with the maple 

syrup made at Lutherlyn.  As we think of spring, we think of the new life that God has given us.  We have been studying the life of Jesus 

from His birth, His baptism and now His miracles.  Also, during our Bible class, we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day and learned how he used a 

three-leaf shamrock to teach about the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Our class also practiced their math skills by completing a “lucky 

Charms” graph and using Leprechaun addition.  Student are learning the value of coins and learning to count money.  Our star readers are 

learning more words, reading longer books, and becoming independent readers.   They always strive to do their best and each day they try 

to follow Jesus by showing kindness in all that they do.                                              Mrs. Beamer — Kindergarten Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The students are learning so much and having fun learning.  We are reading The Adventures of Flat Stanley.  Flat Stanley is a great reading 

series to read with your child.  We take time every day to read a chapter.  Of course, the students are developing comprehension skills by 

making predictions and making mental images in their minds of the different settings and the different characters.  In addition, a popular 

way to integrate the curriculum is to address a topic or theme through different subject areas.  For example, in social studies we learned 

about the four seasons.  They learned that in different parts of the world people experience different weather events in the same season.  In 

our language and reading block, we read a story called Seasons. We learned about all the fun activities that can be enjoyed in each sea-

son.  In order to make a connection to both subjects, the students made painted season trees and wrote about their favorite season. These 

projects were displayed in our hallway.  It was hard for some of the students to pick only one favorite season and I can’t blame them. After 

all God has provided us with all the different seasons in Pennsylvania to enjoy.                   Mrs. Kunkel — 1st Grade Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Spring has arrived!  Third grade has not slowed down though.  They have been doing a great service project.  In our spare time the kids 

have been making "plarn".  What is "plarn"?  Well, we have been taking plastic bags and folding, cutting, and tying  them together. Then 

rolling up it up (like a ball of yarn) to make a "plarn" ball.  Then, Mrs. Kunkel has been taking them to her church.  From there the "plarn" 

gets crocheted into mats for the homeless people to use.  This is a service project that third grade has embraced fully and are enjoying every 

minute they get to help.  Besides our service project, we have been digging deeper into Multiplication and Division.  We have learned a fun 

saying to help us remember the steps to long division:  "Does McDonald's Sell Cheese Burgers".  You will have to stop a third grader to 

find out what each step is!  We just finished up our Social Studies unit on the "U.S. Geography".  To finish up the unit, we made dioramas 

on different land-forms.  They will be out for display during the Spring Concert, come check them out.  The 3rd and 4th grades will be 

combining to put on the "Wax Museum", again this year.  We have some great historical figures that will be on display.  If you get to check 

it out you should see, Amelia Earhart, Dr. Seuss, Mr. Rodgers, Jane Goodall, and so much more!  I am also, looking forward to getting back 

into Science and the fun experiments that come with it.  As always, at the end of the year we have some fun things coming up.  We still 

have our field trip to look forward to and fun day as well.  Enjoy the Spring weather!                            Mrs. Maxwell — 3rd Grade Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It’s hard to believe that we have less than 45 days left of school at the time of this issue.  The 4th graders have been busy.  They have 

stepped up to the plate and have done a great job taking on the role of leaders here at the school.  Aside from their daily duties of Morning 

announcements, being in charge of the recess closet, and leading the younger students to their room; the students have done a lot here with 

service projects.  Currently, the they have been working with the 3rd graders and Mrs. Kunkel with making plarn from plastic grocery bags 

that will be then made into sleeping mats for the homeless and homeless Veterans.  In fact the project was featured in the Butler Eagle re-

cently.  But again I'm proud of the for their work and continued service to the community and others.  
 

Classroom wise we have kept busy as well, we have been learning a lot about our local and state history, as well as our states and capitals. 

We are brushing up on our multiplication facts as well so that we can master them without thinking.  We have been recently been working 

on research on historical figures which then will be featured in our second annual "Wax Museum" which will take place in a couple of 

weeks.                        Mr. McKruit — 4th Grade Teacher 

April 8-12  TerraNova Achievement Tests (Snacks provided by  

        Boosters) 

April 10 (10-2, 5-7pm) Week of the Young Child Event – North Main Street  

         Church of God 

April 17   Early Dismissal 

April 18-22  He is Risen – Easter Break 

April 23   Snow Make-up Day 

April 26   All-School Talent Show 

May 4   Spring BASH – Public Welcome 

   

Stay Tuned 

Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to 

help you stay connected.  Don’t forget to check out 

our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date 

on upcoming events. 
 

School E-mail            office@hiskidscs.org  

School Website            http://www.hiskidscs.org 

School Facebook Page     HIS Kids Christian School 

Boosters E-mail            boosters@hiskidscs.org 

Boosters Facebook Page  Hkcs Boosters 



From the Principal – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

New and Improved 

The HIS Kids Christian School 

Website is a work in progress.  

Mrs. Trudgen and Mrs. Dawson 

have been in frequent contact with 

“Tim from somewhere in Arizo-

na.”  Tim has been helping us 

build a more user-friendly website.  

With suggestions from staff, par-

ents, and Board members, new 

headings, forms, information, and 

links have been organized and in-

cluded on a variety of pages.  An-

nouncements, Calendars, a Picture 

Gallery, and News pages will be 

updated often.   

Please continue to check in to 

www.hiskidscs.org to keep your-

self in the loop. 

Why HIS Kids? - Jeopardy-Style 

(With My Apologies to Alex Trebek) 

 

Answers:     Questions: 
RIGHT NOW  What is, “When should students enroll for 2019-20?” 
 

ALL DAY  What is, “How long is the kindergarten school day?” 
 

Age 5 BEFORE    What is, “What is the required kindergarten age?” 

SEPT. 1, 2019  
 

EVERY DAY  What is, “How often do students at HKCS have music class?” 
 

NOTHING  What is, “How much extra does it cost for busing to HIS Kids?” 
 

8:15 am to 3:00 pm  What is, “What time is school in session for elementary students?” 
 

9:30-11:45 am  What is, “When do morning preschool classes meet?”  

(T/Th and M/W/F)  
 

12:30-2:45 pm  What is, “When do afternoon preschool classes meet?” 

(T/Th and M/W/F)  
 

THROUGH DAILY  What is, “How is the Word of God delivered to HKCS students?” 

BIBLE CLASSES  
 

CHAPEL SERVICE What is, “What happens every Friday morning at HKCS?” 
 

THIRD GRADE  What is, “When do students begin keyboarding instruction?” 
 

SAFE AND LOVED What is, “How do we want HKCS students to feel each day? 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 

724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 

Debora Dawson, Principal  

Rachel Trudgen, Secretary 

Katie Anderson, Financial Administrator 

LeAnn Yamnitsky, Preschool 

Patty Hankey, Pre-K & K Aide 

Marlene Beamer, Kindergarten 

April Watson, Kindergarten 

Christine Kunkel, 1st Grade 

Sherry Smith, 1st Grade Aide 

Holly Collins, 2nd Grade 

Kim Maxwell, 3rd Grade 

Josh McKruit, 4th Grade 

Perry Dawson, Computer 

Chrissy Filges, Cafeteria 

Michele Wardle, Cleaning & YMCA Cook 

Kelley Grabenstein, Art 

Suzanne Adams, Music 

Carol Novy, Bible (3-4), Phys. Ed. 

Help Wanted  
Just like the U.S. Military advertises, we need a few good men. . .and/or women! 

We are asking for your help to find the very best candidates for us to consider for the 

following opportunities: 

♦ Photographer to take student portraits either in the Fall or Spring.  We have worked 

with Lifetouch and Interstate Studios in the past, but we would like to consider other 

companies for the coming year. 

♦ Substitute teachers – We are looking for PA elementary education certified teachers 

to fill in for staff illness or conference days.  This would be our preference.  MIU4 in 

Grove City also hosts a Guest Teacher Training that enables an individual with a 

four-year degree outside education to attend a two day workshop that entitles the 

person to work as a sub for the year.  Pay is commensurate with other local districts. 

♦ Volunteer Art Teacher to conduct weekly art classes for kindergarten, first, and sec-

ond grade students.  Kelley Grabenstein has been our wonderful art teacher for all 

classes for many years; for health reasons, she would like to cut back.  Kelley has 

agreed to work with upper elementary students.  HIS Kids will supply art/craft mate-

rials as needed. 
 

If you or anyone you know would be willing and able to serve in any of these capacities, 

please call Debora Dawson at the school.  We pride ourselves on the excellence of all the 

people who come in contact with HIS Kids students.  Pennsylvania Clearances are required 

for all positions. 

Man of the Year 

If HIS Kids Christian School presented a Man-of-the-Year Award, it would surely go to 

Tom Grabe, a member of Summit Presbyterian Church. 
 

Tom has been our Go-To Guy when the school is too hot, too cold, too dark, too drafty, 

too in need of repair, and on and on and on.  Tom has been spotted on a ladder, in the 

basement, on the floor, reaching inside classroom air vents, installing new sinks and toi-

lets, painting, hammering, tightening, loosening, and doing jobs too numerous to men-

tion. 
 

Tom, we all love you!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  (Thanks also to Tom’s wife. 

Darlene, for listening to staff requests and encouraging Tom to “get right to it” - probably 

so we will quit calling him!”) 



Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries!   Please check to see when you are scheduled to 

serve in April.  

Acolytes:  
April 7  Communion 

April 14 Hunter Harrison 

April 21 Grady Morgan 

April 28 Mia Byers 

  

Flowers:  
April 7  Communion 

April 14 Dorothy Steighner 

  Amy Warner (In Memory of Bob) 

  Evelyn Gallagher (In Memory of John) 

April 21 Easter Flowers 

April 28 Judy Sutton 

Elders Serving Communion, April 7 

Bruce & Terry Dean, Jim Faust, Doug Harrison, 

Phil Henkel, and Errol Foertsch 
 

Head Usher:  Skip Wagle 
 

Liturgist:  Andrew Moyer 

   

Collection Ushers:    
April 7  Harrison Family (3), Darlene Grabe 

April 14 Tom Grabe, Amy Warner,  

  Lori McCabe, Sherry Pfeifer 

April 21 Mike & Jennifer Suttor 

  Travis & Pollie Fife 

April 28 Skip & Barb Wagle 

  Jeff & Lisa Beattie 

Greeters: 
April 7  Cindy Lemmon,  

  Rich & Lauren Hoffman 

April 14 Ruth Barton, Lori McCabe,  

  Renee Slupe 

April 21 Glenn, Michelle & Brecken Farrell 

April 28 Jeff & Lisa Beattie 

  Cheryl Nagel 

Nursery:    
April 7  Amy Warner & Kaya Morgan  

April 14 Jim & Celeste Faust 

April 21 Chris Corace & Jennifer Suttor 

April 28 Michelle & Grady Morgan 

 

Herald Assembly Team for the May issue:  

Skip Brown  Peggy Peters 

Dave Faust  Cheryl Rumbaugh 

Kathi Fischer  Dorothy Steighner 

Evelyn Gallagher Paul Steighner 

Jeanne Loudin       

Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the     
May May May May Herald Herald Herald Herald are due to the are due to the are due to the are due to the 
church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday,     

April 15.  Thanks!April 15.  Thanks!April 15.  Thanks!April 15.  Thanks!    

Saturday  -  

April 27 

3 Sherry Pfeifer 

6 John McCabe 

9 Steve  Yamnitsky 

10 Shelby Antoszyk 

 Lew Crider 

 Gabrielle Durci 

11 Steve Antoszyk 

12 Richard Foust 

14 Kathy Cadugan 

 Rachel Lemmon 

15 Adam Fleeger 

21 Deborah McCommon 

 Erik Steinhiser 

24 Dave Faust 

27 Harold Foertsch 

 Heather (Lawson) Reibel 

28 Denise Foertsch 

30 Casey Fischer 

  

 Brandon Mowry 

   Richard & Mabel Douglas  4/1 

   Bruce & Terry Dean  4/4 

 

 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary 

listed in the Herald, please contact Tammy in 

the office. Thanks! 



 


