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Annual Reports are Due the Office by Sunday, January 13.   
 
 

Session would like to encourage all members to 
attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 27th.   
 

Annual Reports will be available that morning. 



  

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

My favorite holiday is not Labor Day, Independence Day, Memorial Day or even Christmas.  My 
favorite holiday is New Year's Day.   Believe it or not, every year by around September, I am be-
ginning to anxiously anticipate the beginning of a new year.  I know this may sound strange but I 
always look forward to a chance to "start over."   
 
Actually, I don't think I am alone in feeling the way I do.  I often hear people say, "This has not 

been a good year for us."  When someone makes that statement, I believe that he or she is looking forward to the end of 
the current year and the beginning of a new year that brings promise of better things to come.   
 
We all desire to move past our failures and shortcomings.  We also want to put difficult times behind us and look for-
ward to a brighter future.  However, instead of waiting for the end of the current year to do that, we need to remember 
that there is always an opportunity to "start over" with the passing of each day.   

 
The book of Lamentations is Jeremiah's lament over the city of Jerusalem, which has 
fallen to the Babylonians.  Death and destruction is everywhere.  Yet, in the midst of 
it all, Jeremiah is able to proclaim: "Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never 
fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness" (3: 21-23).  Jeremiah 
reminds us that we don't have to wait until the new year to start over.  We can do it 
every 24 hours because the Lord's compassions are new every morning! 
 
      Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom    

 

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Terri Faust, Minister of Music  

Tammy Mowry, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:45 Sunday School  (Sept.-May) 

Youth Group as scheduled 
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

•Summit Church’s Christian 

Community Outreach Building  
 

•Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

•HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the December 11  

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Tom noted that he will be performing six weddings in the next 2 years.   
Shanda and Bill McLay’s daughter, Raegan will be baptized on December 23.  The 2019 Joint 
Session/Deacon meeting will be held on May 14.   Pastor Tom summarized a church security/
crisis response seminar that he recently attended.  
Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the November 13 Session Meet-
ing.  Communion was served on December 2.  A thank you note was received from Mary Ann 
Fleeger.  A letter of concern/suggestion from member was received regarding the recent ice storm 
and not having the church open for members to use.  Discussion took place on how we can assist 
the congregation in the future if this occurs again.  A thank you note was received from Dorothy 
Steighner thanking the congregation for the gift she received. 
Finance Committee:  The November Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and noted that we have a 
deficit of $23,000.  We have made up the deficit by depleting our Investment Fund.  If this trend 
continues, our cash reserves may be totally gone by the end of next year.  Motion was made to 
include this statement in the upcoming issue of the Herald.  Motion to accept the November 
Treasurer’s Report.  Pastor Tom reviewed a quote to remove the mold in Manse 2.  The quote is 
$2,098.51; this is a considerable discount from the company.  Motion was made to accept the 
quote received and proceed with the mold removal.   
Christian Education:  The Angel Tree items have been received and will be taken to the Salva-

tion Army and the Food Bank for distribution.   
Congregational Care:  At the May 2019 combined Session and Deacon meeting, we will discuss 
plans for a Church picnic. 
Worship Committee:  The organ has been fixed.  The Christmas Eve service will be at 7:00 p.m. 
HIS Kids Christian School Report:  Pastor Tom summarized a training that Deb Dawson, Carol 
and he attended regarding safety precautions for the school.  The training included learning about 
a call-in hotline and computer software program for reporting threats to the school/children.   
Facilities Report:  Several items were reviewed and will be taken care of. 
New Business:  The installation of new officers will be this Sunday, December 16.  The annual 
congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 27 immediately following the church 
service.           

     Submitted by Cheryl Nagel, Clerk of Session 



Ruth, a Portrait of Love and Loyalty 
 

Study Verses:  Ruth 1 thru 4, Matt 1:5 
  
Dark days of Israel brought on by pious reprisal for widespread idolatry, immorality and stiff-neck disobedi-
ence, opened the door to a series of essential events beginning some thousand years before the birth of Lord 
Jesus.  Intentionally, the story will not be presented in whole.  Rather, key aspects will be drawn upon in se-
quence to gain character perspective and underscore the paradox in God’s use of common people to achieve 
eternal purpose.  Ruth, a gentile from Moab, becomes an unlikely key figure in the plan of redemption by way 
of the sanctified advent of the Messiah.  Surely, these historical and spiritual truths cast light on each believer 
as servants of our Creator, Sustainer and Savior.  Our best effort may still be at the ready! 
 

There is nothing extraordinary concerning the happenings starting the story that so profoundly influenced Ju-
do/Gentile relevance.  Elimelech and Naomi led their sons, Mahlon and Chilion out of famine impoverished 
Israel to Moab…an idolatrous people related distantly to the Jews through Lot.  Hunger changes attitude.  
Eventually the boys married Moabitish girls, Ruth and Orpah, but after ten years the sons and father died leav-
ing the women widowed and in near desperate straits.  Mother-in-law, Naomi received word that Israel had 
mercifully been replenished by Jehovah and decided survival depended upon return to her home in Bethle-
hem.  She reluctantly bid farewell to the daughters-in-law.  Unlike Orpah, who chose to remain in Moab, 
Mahlon’s widow Ruth would not leave Naomi alone to travel or fend for herself.  Lovingly, faithfully, she would 
separate from country and culture to follow her mother-in-law.  Ruth’s beautiful declaration…”Your people 
shall be my people, and your God, my God”…would soon bring rich blessings and spiritual rewards.  A 
contemptable Moabite was used of God to become an ancestor of King David and of Lord Jesus through    
human linage. 
 

Spring ahead to the events which supply the crux of Ruth’s story, the all important Kinsman-Redeemer.    
Boaz, a relative of Naomi, was wealthy and influential; he owned, a large farmed plot near Bethlehem.        
Following Naomi’s instruction to glean this field for sustenance, lovely Ruth was discovered by an enchanted 
Boaz.  He, by Godly dispensation, was able to slip by a Levitical “nearer relative” regulation, fulfill all others 
and marry a very willing Ruth.  By Jewish law, Naomi became a legal grandmother with the birth of Obed, who 
begat Jesse…King David’s father.  Through this family the King of Kings arrived, making Boaz (one-half 
Canaanite) and, Ruth (full Moabite) David’s great grandparents.  Boaz was the all important Kinsman-
Redeemer; he was able to reinstate and increase Naomi’s family and possessions.  Jewish Tradition:  The 
field of Boaz is located adjacent to the Shepherds field…”Glad tidings of great joy!” 

…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by Bob Baker.  Discover the truth and promises intended for every believer. 

SCRIPTURE SAVVY 

The church on the Summit is where I love to go. 
Come and sing the old hymns that are so dear. 
That little red brick church holds precious memories. 
Happy I am to be there where Pastor Tom and the    
faithful are each week. 
I find joy with all God’s people carrying on. 
Hope to see you there in 2019, and Happy New Year. 
    ~anonymous  

CHRISTMAS  

POST  

OFFICE 
 

Be sure to check Summit’s Christmas Post 
Office in the Fellowship area for your 
Christmas cards.  We will be taking it down 
soon!  

I wish to thank the congregation of    
Summit Church for the gift I received for 
the years of doing the Advent Lunches.  It 
was a part of my Christmas celebration 
every year. 

                                        Love to all, 
       Dorothy Steighner 



HIS Kids Christian School  

Invites you to Family Fun 

Night 
 

Friday, January 25 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $12 per guest for UNLIMITED bowling, shoe 
rental, laser tag and unlimited soft drink! 
 

HKCS will receive 10% of food and beverage purchases 
from the 11th Frame Bar and Grille, Family Bowlaway 
snack bar, .25 cents back per student, AND if a teacher 
bowls or plays laser tag, the PTO will get a $50 bonus 
check (only one $50 bonus check per PTO event). 
 

Look for flyers in upcoming bulletin inserts. 

Between Summit Church and friends of our congre-
gation we sent out 100 shoeboxes 

for Operation Christmas Child this 
year!  This is 24 more shoeboxes 
than last year.  Thank you for your 
commitment to this ministry!  

 

Our shoeboxes are headed to Columbia and the   
Dominican Republic. 

It’s time to put away the church’s 
Christmas decorations!  It has been 
so wonderful to enjoy the greenery 
and the lights that point us in the 
direction of the true Light of the 
world, Jesus Christ, as we cele-
brate His coming to earth so many 
years ago! 
 

On Saturday, January 5 at 9:30 a.m., we need a 
good number of volunteers to take down the church 
decorations.  And yes, it always seems easier to 
take down the decorations than put them up, but, as 
always, many hands make light work and a lighter 
heart too!  Please come and help! 

ADULT FICTION SERIES 
 

Miracles of Marble Cove 
19. Home for Christmas, by Anne Marie Rodgers 
 

Mysteries of Martha's Vineyard 
5. Making Waves, by Tricia Goyer 
 

Secrets of Wayfarers Inn 
4. Greater Than Gold, by Roseanna White 
 

Tea Room Mysteries 
20. Apart At the Seams, by Amy Woods 
 

Under Northern Skies by Lauraine Snelling 
1. The Promise of Dawn 
 

Secrets of the South Mysteries by Mary Ellis 
1. Midnight on the Mississippi 
2. What Happened On Beale Street 
 

A Magical Bookshop Mystery by Amanda Flower 
1. Crime and Poetry 
2. Prose and Cons 
 

The Tox Files by Ronnie Kendig 
2. Crown of Souls 
3. Thirst of Steel 
 

Beyond The Circle One by Ted Dekker 
The 49th Mystic 
 

Bloodline Trilogy by Jordyn Redwood 
1. Proof 
 

ADULT FICTION 
 

The Second Chance Brides Collection, by Lauralee Bliss 
A Christmas Prayer, by Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Enchantress of Numbers, by Jennifer Chiaverini 
White as Silence, Red as Song, by Alessandro D'Avenia 
Harp On the Willow, by BJ Hoff 
Alaskan Holiday, by Debbie Macomber 
It Happened At Christmas, by Debbie Mason 
Rule of Law, by Randy Singer 
The Christmas Star, by Donna VanLiere 
 

ADULT NON FICTION 
 

The Crooked Christmas Tree, by Damian Chandler 
Reclaiming Your Heart, by Denise Jones 
 

CHILDRENS FICTION 
 

Bright Night, by Lorie Ann Grover 
My Merry Christmas, by Sally Lloyd-Jones 
I Can Only Imagine, by Bart Millard 
 

DVD 
 

The Christmas Note  
When Calls the Heart - The Christmas Wishing Tree  
When Calls the Heart - Christmas  
Broadcasting Christmas  
Operation Christmas  
A Christmas Detour  
Christmas Oranges  

 

Donovan Sanks by Anthony & Mary Jo Sanks 

 
Finding Esme, by Suzanne Crowley 
The Book Jumper, by Mechthild Glaser 
Mango Delight, by Fracaswell Hyman 
Whats His Face, by Gordon Korman 
Super Gifted, by Gordon Korman 
Bob, by Wendy Mass 





Need new page 
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Our students have many good 

I like learning about numbers 

Bible verses for every letter.  

 

 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 
 
 
Happy New Year!  We hope you had a wonderful Christmas!  It is hard to believe we are approaching the 
half way point of the school year!  We have had such a great year so far and the children are making such 
progress!  We will be concentrating on the letters K, L, and M; the color blue; the number 6 and the rectangle 
shape during the month of January.  We will be exploring the changing season of Winter and when making 
snowflakes remember that God made each of unique just like the snowflakes!  We have so much to be thank-
ful for here at His Kids and we are especially thankful for your prayers and support!  God Bless all of you 
during the New Year ahead! 
           

         Mrs. Yamnitsky — Preschool Teacher  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
It is the beginning of a New Year!!  As we enter into this new year, it is a great time to reflect on the year that 
has ended and ensure that our work and our lives remain focused on God.  What is so awesome about HIS 
Kids is that we have the opportunity to teach our students about God.  In our Bible class, our recent lessons 
have included the First Christmas; Esther; the Fiery Furnace with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; and 
Daniel and the Lions’ Den.  These Bible stories help reinforce important life lessons of being brave, trusting 
God, respecting others, knowing how to pray, and making the right choice.  In reading, we are starting to 
learn two new words a week.  It is such a joy to see the excitement that the students have when they are able 
to show me words that they know while we are reading books during story time.  In Math, we were identify-
ing and writing numbers from 11-100, and counting up and down in preparation for addition and subtraction, 
counting by 2s, 5s, and 10s, and learning about ordinal numbers.  In Social Studies and Science, we are learn-
ing about Martin Luther King Jr., penguins, and polar bears.  We will even have some blubber experiments to 
go along with the penguin and polar bear lessons!  We have had a wonderful school year so far and we look 
forward to seeing God continue to work in our classroom as we enter into a new calendar year!  We pray that 
all of you have a great year as well! 
 
                   Mrs. Watson — Kindergarten Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

 

 

 

 

   

Jan. 3  School Resumes 
Jan. 14, 16  Book Buddies Book Club 
Jan. 21  No School—MLK Day 
Jan. 22  Report Cards 
Jan. 23, 28, 30 Book Buddies Book Club 
 

**To read the entire Summit Herald, please visit:   
https://www.summitchurchpa.org/summit-herald-

newsletters 



From the Principal – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

 Calling All Subs 
Our teachers are hard to replace!  This statement is true for 
several reasons.  God has blessed us with teachers who 
care deeply about kids.  They are also dedicated to provid-
ing the best education possible for them. 
 

Like everybody else, however, sometimes even teachers 
get sick or need to take a day or so off.  That’s when we 
scramble to find caring, dedicated substitute teachers to 
continue the day’s work without missing a beat.  Luckily, 
we have always been able to find such individuals, but we 
need to have more. 
 

If you know of any qualified teachers who are willing and 
able to be included on our substitute list at HKCS on a day 
to day basis, please have them call Debora Dawson, Prin-
cipal, at 724-352-8177.  They will need to submit current 
clearances and a resume stating their experience and quali-
fications.  We would love to welcome new members in 
our HIS Kids family. 

Stepping Up to Serve 
In December, fourth graders took their turn in serving a Christmas meal to 
Butler Family YMCA members.   For the second year in a row the same stu-
dents traveled to the Butler YMCA to serve the Christmas luncheon to YMCA 
members and employees.   
 

Because they have had a year’s-worth of experience under their belts, students 
started right away to declare “dibs” on their assignments for the day.   
 

Third and fourth graders have also stepped up to the plate this year to be all-
around good school citizens while at HIS Kids.  We can rely on them to set up 
chairs and tables, sweep crumbs from the cafeteria floor, carry boxes, and help 
out wherever they are needed.  It is nice to be able to count on them. 
 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

His life as a ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45 

2019 – Unbelievable! 
How did it get to be mid-semester already?  It seems that we just got used to writing 2018 on all 
our notes and checks, and now it’s time to change our thinking again.  We know that we will go 
into high gear with enrollment for 2019-2020 in January and February.  Mrs. Trudgen will once 
again be buried in the paperwork, updating old forms and creating new one. 
 

HKCS is proud to make Christian education a viable choice for parents.  Students get a solid aca-
demic education with the added gift of learning about Jesus Christ all along the way.  We need 
your help in spreading the word about HIS Kids Christian School.  Here are some talking points 
you can use to convince others to call or visit the school: 

♦ The Word of God is delivered to students through daily Bible lessons and weekly chapel services.  
Students are taught by Christian example every day as they learn to develop their personal relation-
ship with God. 

♦ HIS Kids Christian School offers small class sizes so teachers can provide individual attention 
(remedial or enrichment) for students. 

♦ A unique daily music class which encourages an appreciation for music of all genres. 

♦ Community service opportunities allow students to share their love, time, and talents with others 
who are in need.  Examples include: serving at the YMCA Membership holiday dinners, collecting 
and organizing items for the Summit Food Bank, collecting money for Stray Solutions Animal Res-
cue, and petting animals at PETCO in Butler. 

♦ Title I Remedial Reading/Math Services, Speech and Language Support, and DIBELS Reading 

and Math Screenings are provided on-site by Midwestern IU. 

♦ Free busing is provided for students from South Butler, Butler, Karns City, Mars, Slippery Rock, 
and Freeport School Districts for elementary students. 

♦ YMCA Child Care is located in the CCO Building.  Some students attend both HKCS and the 
YMCA Child Care program, offering parents quality before- and after-school child care options. 

♦ Tuition assistance is available from several sources. 
 

Tours and information packets are available at HIS Kids Christian School.  Please call or come in for a 
visit.  With God’s help and yours, our family will continue to grow. 

   

Stay Tuned 

Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to 
help you stay connected.  Don’t forget to check out 
our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date 
on upcoming events. 
 

School E-mail            office@hiskidscs.org  
School Website            http://www.hiskidscs.org 
School Facebook Page     HIS Kids Christian School 
Boosters E-mail            boosters@hiskidscs.org 
Boosters Facebook Page  Hkcs Boosters 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        
650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 
724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 

Debora Dawson, Principal  
Rachel Trudgen, Secretary 

Katie Anderson, Financial Administrator 

LeAnn Yamnitsky, Preschool 

Patty Hankey, Pre-K & K Aide 

Marlene Beamer, Kindergarten 

April Watson, Kindergarten 

Christine Kunkel, 1st Grade 

Sherry Smith, 1st Grade Aide 

Holly Collins, 2nd Grade 

Kim Maxwell, 3rd Grade 

Josh McKruit, 4th Grade 

Perry Dawson, Computer 

Chrissy Filges, Cafeteria 

Michele Wardle, Cleaning & YMCA Cook 

Kelley Grabenstein, Art 

Suzanne Adams, Music 

Carol Novy, Bible (3-4), Phys. Ed. 

A Little Peace of Mind 
From time to time you might see a state police car in the 
driveway or cruising around the school building.  This is a 
good thing! 
 

We have been notified that Pennsylvania State Police have 
been directed to make courtesy school checks every day 
(Monday through Friday) at every school.  In fact, recently 
a uniformed officer stopped at HIS Kids to walk through 
the building as a courtesy safety check.  Mrs. Trudgen, 
Andrea Heist, Director of the YMCA Childcare Program, 
and I used that opportunity to pick the officer’s brain about 
our own safety procedures.  The officer told us that he felt 
confident that our current safety procedures were appropri-
ate. 
 

Please rest assured that we are doing everything we can to 
make sure that HIS Kids Christian School is a safe environ-
ment for students and staff.  Do not hesitate to call me if 
you have additional questions or concerns regarding school 
safety. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Adams and to 

all the HIS Kids Performers for making 

our holiday season just a little brighter.  

Thanks to the Booster parents for all 

the yummy goodies! 



Jan & Bonnie Smith   1/16 
John & Dona DeLuca      1/20/1980 
Shorty & Lois McCommon     1/21/1966 
Buck & Sherry Pfeifer     1/22/1963 
 

If you would like your anniversary listed in the 

Herald, please contact Tammy in the office. 

Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries!   Please check to see when you are 

Acolytes:  
 

January 6 Communion 
January 13 Hunter Harrison 
January 20 Grady Morgan 
January 27 Mia Byers 
  

Flowers:  
 

January 6 Communion 

January 13 Dorothy Steighner 
January 20 JoAnn Lawson 
January 27 Darlene Grabe 

Elders Serving Communion, January 6 

Darlene Grabe, Doug Harrison, Phil Henkel, Travis 
Fife, Kim Steighner, Jim Faust 
 
Head Usher:  Bruce Dean 
 

Liturgist:  Phil Henkel 

    

Collection Ushers:    
January 6 Glenn, Michelle & Brecken Farrell, 
  Dave Cadugan 
January 13 Barb Wagle, Chuck Nagel,  
  Jeff & Lisa Beattie 
January 20 Doug Harrison, Darlene Grabe,  
  Kim Steighner, Terry Dean 
January 27 Judy Sutton, Errol Foertsch,  
  Amy Warner, Skip Wagle 
 

Greeters: 

January 6 Glenn, Michelle & Brecken Farrell 
January 13 Jeff & Lisa Beattie, Cheryl Nagel 
January 20 Evelyn Gallagher, Gail Steinhiser, 
  Kim Steighner 
January 27 Harrison Family (3) 
 
Nursery:    
January 6 Tori Mowry, Shanda McLay 
January 13 Amy Warner, Kaya Morgan 
January 20 Jim & Celeste Faust 
January 27 Chris Corace, Jennifer Suttor 

Herald Assembly Team for the February issue:  

Terry Dean          Jim Hartzell 
Rex & Judy Jewell             Eleanor Kingan 
JoAnn Lawson         Linda Morse  
Janet Sepich          Valarie Wolfe 

Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the     
February February February February Herald Herald Herald Herald are due to the are due to the are due to the are due to the 

church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday,     
January 21.  Thanks!January 21.  Thanks!January 21.  Thanks!January 21.  Thanks!    

1 Vienna Moyer 

 LeAnn Yamnitsky 

2 Hunter Harrison 

3 Kim Steighner 

4 Paul Kelly 

7 Becky Gallagher 

9 Tom Grabe 

10 Mary Jane Kelly 

 Garret McCabe 

 Dona DeLuca 

11 Mabel Douglas 

 Gary McCall 

17 Diana Campbell 

25 Glenn Farrell 

27 Rex Jewell 

28 Don Hortert 

30 Pollie Fife 

31 Brittany Speer 

 Skip Wagle 

16 Evan Mowry 

 Georgiana Jones 

29 Tori Mowry 

Saturday  -  

January 26 

Office
Closed
Today

January Holiday 
 

New Year’s—January 1 



      


