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Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

I love a good story! It doesn't matter if it is a true story or a fictional story, if it has a good plot and 

is interesting, I can stay engaged. However, to me, a good story can be ruined by a bad ending. I 

will often say after watching a good story that was ruined by a bad ending: "I just wasted two hours 

of my life!" To avoid that happening, I have been known to skip to the end of the story and find out 

how it is going to end! 

Right now, we are living in the middle of a story. That story, which centers around the coronavirus, seems to 

have more unexpected twists and turns than any of the "Mission Impossible" movies. I am sure that anything I 

say about this subject in this pastor's page will be obsolete by the time you receive this newsletter. 

Having said that, I know I can say with absolute certainty that eventually there will be a good ending. I can say 

that because I have already skipped to the end of the story to find out how it is going to end. Jesus Christ died on 

a cross, rose again and is coming again to take us home. There will be a new heaven and a new earth. Sickness 

will be no more. We will reign with him throughout eternity! 

It doesn't matter where we are in the story when Resurrection Sunday is cele-

brated on April 12th. Even if we are not able to meet as a congregation and cel-

ebrate together, we can still celebrate Jesus Christ overcoming death and giving 

us eternal life. In the end, death loses and life wins.  

 

Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom 

 

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Terri Faust, Minister of Music  

Dianna Carr-DiZinno, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:45 Sunday School  (Sept.-May) 

Youth Group as scheduled 
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

Summit Church’s Christian       

Community Outreach Building  
 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the March 10 meeting 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Motion to approve the baptism of Collette Musati’s 

daughter on April 26.  

Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the February 

11 Session Meeting.  

Communion was served on March 1.   

Finance Committee:  Motion to accept February’s treasurers report. 

Christian Education: Two Lenten Family Nights are scheduled for March 

29 and April 5.   

Worship Committee:  Session has decided that there will only be a Maundy 

Thursday service this year, and not a Good Friday Service.  

HIS Kids Christian School Report:  There is a possible candidate to take 

over as the new art teacher for next school year. Motion approved for this 

candidate, if brought on as a volunteer, can use the art room for personal 

classes. Motion approved to give HIS Kids Christian School the go ahead 

with the greenhouse project.  

Facilities Report:  February was kindness month. HIS Kids students spent 

their free-time collecting sticks outside. Pastor Tom will be scheduling a 

work day to get ready for mowing.  

                    

 

      Submitted by Cheryl Nagel,   

      Clerk of Session 



Pride Kills 

 

Study Verses:  Jam 4: 6; Mark 7: 20-23; Prov 8: 13, 11:2,16:5 & 18, 21:4; Matt 22: 37-40 

 

 

In a recent lesson I presented solid scriptural evidence that Jehovah God implores you to love you.  Why is this so 

important?  Because Lord Jesus does so to the uttermost.  Loving self is a necessary condition to obeying the sec-

ond great command:  “Love thy neighbor as thyself”.  This is an in-faith experience, essential to our expected and 

reasonable service…following salvation.  Believers are saved by grace unto good works.  This speaks to genuine 

love, not self-glorification or self-centeredness; definitely never pride.  Prior to understanding this divine precept, I 

struggled with the notion of liking me, let alone loving me.  Knowing what a “my-way-only” attitude I held, it has 

certainly been a long climb to approach God’s holy will.  Truth carries the day; it always does.  Jesus will never 

give up on His own.  The admission is intended to provide encouragement for those that may find themselves in 

similar difficulty. 

Studying the subject pride from various references, the matter remains complex but transparent.  This single word 

as a concept, is a term of contradiction depending on usage.  I need to rely heavily on two outstanding Bible schol-

ars , C.S. Lewis and David Jeremiah, to demonstrate the absolute need to expose pride as a designed danger, able to 

destroy the soul.  Pride is self-decimation, a weapon of pure evil, that lurks behind our spiritual defenses, often con-

cealed as a harmless suggestion or helpful deed.  Recall Eve succumbing to the wiles of disguised evil in Eden.  

Likewise, remember a physically weakened, mentally exhausted Jesus at the end of His wilderness fast, resisting 

each of Satan’s consoling and supposedly empowering offers.  Pride cometh as delicious fruit that assuredly will 

lift the created offender to the level of the Creator.  We lose; we perish!  Jesus was promised an earthly paradise 

and satanic power, if only His purpose and plan were abandoned.  Jesus fights off temptation!  We win; we live…

eternally!  Partake of the Father’s gift of His beloved Son by grace!  Pride becomes true devotion upon believers 

becoming proud of our Lord and Savior.  Worthy indeed, is great praise. 

C. S. Lewis calls out PRIDE as an exaggerated and dishonest self-evaluation”.  He firmly states it is a self-

aggrandizing attempt to have others believe that the perpetrator is substantially better than what is true.  I again ref-

erence Lewis:  Pride is the “great sin” a vice from which no one is free, and everyone hates when they see it in an-

other.  Pride is ego driven to cover from ourselves and others what is “inner-reality”, while desiring underserved 

honor, social status, and reputation.  Pride is detested by God and tops His anger list.  Final statement from Dr. 

Lewis, as penned in David Jeremiah’s Agent’s of Babylon: From God’s Word, the seven abominations include… 

“a proud look”.  In accepting this tenet and in support of C. S. Lewis’ contention, Dr. Jeremiah’s observations of 

King Nebuchadnezzar’s boastful sins lead to an inciteful conclusion.  “The sin of pride leads us to brag, flaunt and 

self-promote to such a degree that there is nowhere left to go but down.  History agrees. 

Pride is a much discussed topic in the Bible, particularly in Proverbs.  Solomon’s wisdom focuses attention on this 

ever present danger placing souls in peril.  Depend upon prayer and remain respectfully humble before the Al-

mighty. 

          Amen! 

Scripture 
Savvy 

…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by R.J. Baker.        

Discover the truth and promises intended for every believer. 
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To our church family at Sum-

mit Presbyterian Church, 

We wanted to say thank you to 

you all for the prayers, cards, 

and phone calls during Gary’s illness and 

passing away. We also wanted to thank all 

who donated food for the luncheon after the fu-

neral, and all of the hands that prepared it. A 

very special thanks to Bev Bachman for the 

beautiful centerpieces for the tables. God 

Bless!    

Love, 

Rita, Jared, Katelyn, Jenna, Trey, and 

Macey Matis 

Saturday  -  

April 25 

7:30 a.m. 

Articles for the  
May Herald are due to the church 

office by  Monday,  
April 20. Thanks! 
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 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 

 
 

 February was an exciting month for music! We sang for our local police officers on February 11th to show our apprecia-

tion for all they do. We had a President's Day assembly on February 19th and each grade learned a different song to sing. On Feb-

ruary 24th  we visited Concordia to spread kindness in honor of our kindness month. All students sang the "Kindness Song" to the 

residents. Second and fourth grade treated them to several praise choruses that we have learned throughout the school year, and 

fifth grade gave a recorder concert. Residents were so happy to have visitors and loved hearing the kids sing and play. Fifth grade 

is super excited to begin their ukulele instruction and will be performing some songs at our Fine Arts Night concert on May 14. 

 Although it seems so far away, we are beginning preparations for Fine Arts Night in all grades. Spring is here and it seems 

a little easier to sing when the sun is shining and the birds are singing too! "Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into 

jubilant song with music;" Psalm 98:4 

            Mrs. Adams - Music Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 Hello all, as I sit here writing this emailed update, our country is dealing with a crisis, a crisis known as COVID 19 or the 

Corona Flu as it is called. As  a result of this virus our school will be closed for the foreseeable future or at least until late March. 

Now these last few days have been hectic to say; Friday March 13th, we as  a staff were scrambling to make packets to give to the 

kids so they could continue to learn over this time away from school. 

Now this crisis doesn't scare me,  I understand why they are doing this to stop the spread of this virus across the United States, and 

to keep the ones who have underlying conditions or elderly. So please heed the advice of the government and stay home and stay 

away from those who might be affected by this, we may feel fine, but still might carry the virus. Stay safe! 

The 4th grade is doing great this year, we have done many projects like kindness activities and Read Across America activities. 

Before the cancelation, our class was in charge of the Veterans Collection Drive during the month of March. (I will be extending 

this event for two more weeks upon our return; PLEASE DONATE at the school); we are in association with the Department of 

Veterans Affairs in Butler, and all donations will go to needy Veterans some of whom might be homeless around the county. 

Another current project that we were working on (my 5th grade Social Studies students as well) is the Wax Museum Historical 

reports; this is the 3rd year that I've done this. The students were required to do research on a historical figure from the past and 

organize the information on a trifold board. The 3rd - 5th graders will then participate in a living wax museum (3rd graders aren't 

required to do a report) where the students dress up like these historical figures than act like an information statue. Now this event 

was scheduled for early April, but will probably be postponed and pushed back until a later date. 

In May we will be going on our field trip with the 3rd and 5th graders. The trip will be in Pittsburgh at the Senator John Heinz 

History Center. (As long as they are still open.) 

Well until we talk again, stay safe and God Bless! 

           Mr. McKruit - Fourth Grade Teacher 



Proud Principal’s Page – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 
 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 

724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 

Preschool—LeAnn Yamnitsky 

Preschool Aide—Patty Hankey 

Kindergarten—Rachel Moeller  

Kindergarten—April Watson 

1st Grade—Tamie Malencia 

Elementary Aide—Sherry Smith  

2nd Grade—Holly Collins 

3rd Grade—Kim Maxwell 

Intermediate—Josh McKruit  

(4th Grade Homeroom) 

Intermediate—Christan Baker 

(5th Grade Homeroom) 

Music—Suzanne Adams 

Computer—Perry Dawson 

Art (K-1st Grade)—LeAnn Yamnitsky and 

Patty Hankey 

Art (2nd-5th Grade)—Kelley Grabenstein 

Bible (3rd-5th Grade)—Carol Novy  

Physical Education (K-5th Grade)—Carol 

Novy 

Cafeteria—Chrissy Filges 

Cleaning —Michele Wardle 

Principal—Debora Dawson 

Secretary—Rachel Trudgen 

Financial Administrator—Katie Anderson 

  Stay Tuned 
Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to 

help you stay connected.  Don’t forget to check out 

our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date 

on upcoming events. 

 

School E-mail        office@hiskidscs.org  

School Website        http://www.hiskidscs.org 

School Facebook Page     HIS Kids Christian School 

Boosters E-mail        boosters@hiskidscs.org 

Boosters Facebook Page  Hkcs Boosters 

KIDSylvania is for the Birds! 

(This will be rescheduled, but it is still news!) 
 

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in 

the sky, and they will tell you, or speak to the earth, and it will teach 

you. Let the fish in the sea inform you.  Which of all these does not 

know that the hand of the LORD has done this?” Job 12:7-9 

 KIDSylvania is providing students with the opportunity to learn 

about God’s creatures firsthand.  Members of the Butler Flying Club 

and/or the Sylvania Foundation will be working alongside students to 

build birdhouses in a variety of sizes and shapes.  A fieldtrip for stu-

dents in K-6 is planned for April.  At that time, students will help to 

select and place birdhouses in appropriate areas. 

 In March, a member of the Audubon Society presented a pro-

gram about birds native to this area to both preschool and school-aged 

students.  He showed pictures of birds as they listened to bird calls.  

Many students were amazed by the wide variety of colors, sizes, and 

habits of birds.  Bernie Elder, a member of the Sylvania Foundation, 

presented the school with a large wall-hanging of birds that have been 

spotted on the Sylvania property.  As new birds are discovered on the 

property, their pictures will be added to the banner.  In the meantime, 

students will be encouraged to look and listen for birds in their own 

communities.  It is believed that the health of birds might be an indica-

tion of the health of the earth.  

 We definitely have Earth Day covered this year! 

**To read the entire Summit 

Herald, please visit:   

https://

www.summitchurchpa.org/

summit-herald-newsletters 

(Please check out all the wonderful things we had planned  

for April!  Many of them will be rescheduled.) 

 

 

April 2, 3  Butler County Lifesteps Developmental Screenings - Preschool 

April 3   KIDSylvania – Bus to Sylvania Property to place bird feeders/

houses 

    HIS Kids Talent Show (6:30 p.m.) 

April 3,17, 24  HIS Little Kids (for 2-year olds) 

April 8   Early Dismissal – Easter Break begins 

April 9-13   Easter Break 

April 21   Dine & Donate – Applebee’s 

April 23 Scholarship Application Night (6:30-8 p.m.)  Carol and 

Katie will be on hand to help complete the process 

April 24   Week of the Young Child Information Table – N. Main Church 

    of God (10-2 and 5-7)  Theme is “Bugs, Bugs, Bugs” 

April 30 – May 1  Acadience Screening (K-5) 

Abuse Hotline: 1-800-932-0313 

 

Butler County Children & Youth Services:  724-284-5156 

Wanted 
 

Our library is beautiful, but it is in need of plain metal 

bookends.  Please check your “I don’t need ‘em, but I’m not quite 

ready to throw ‘em out” bin and consider donating them to the HIS 

Kids library.  You will make several library ladies very happy. 

mailto:office@hiskidscs.org
mailto:office@hiskidscs.org
http://www.hiskidscs.org
mailto:boosters@hiskidscs.org


Proud Principal’s Page (continued)– Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

KidsSpeak 
 

 It’s that time of year again when we like some feedback on how we are doing.  One way to get this in-

formation is to ask our students.  They always seem to have some interesting insights. 

 I love my school because people are kind.  I like my school because we get to learn about God.  I love my 

school because I have friends here. (Chase, Grade 2) 

 I love this school because we learn about the BIBLE.  We also learn math, handwriting, social studies, 

grammar, and phonics.  I love going outside for recess. (Troy, Grade 2) 

 I love my school because of my friends.  People are very kind.  (Dylan, Grade 2)) 

 I love that we get a big playground and that math is fun.  I like when we get to go to Concordia to sing to 

the people.  We also have a good music teacher, art, chapel, gym, Bible, and computer.  All of them are 

fun.  (Kaden, Grade 3) 

 Everybody is super nice here, and I have a lot of friends.  I do not want to leave after sixth grade.  I have 

learned so much since the beginning of this year in so many ways.  This is the best school ever! (Eliana, 

Grade 5) 

 I love that we play instruments in music class.  The teachers are so amazing.  We have Bible class and we 

learn about God.  I love that we do lots of arts and crafts.  I love school!  (Nya, Grade 5) 

 I like computer with Mr. Dawson.  I love our hot lunches; I know that some schools don’t get hot lunches.  

I like switching classes. (Tegan, Grade 5) 

 I love HIS Kids Christian School because it is my favorite place.  It is my favorite place because we do a 

lot of stuff and because 4th and 5th grades switch classes.  (Tyler, Grade 5) 

Virus Gone Viral 
 

 As if the COVID-19 isn’t enough to worry about, we at the school level need to be checking our emails and text 

messages every 10 minutes for BREAKING NEWS on school closures.  Of course, the safety of our students and their 

families are at the very top of our list.  At the time of this writing, we know very little.  We know that some School Dis-

tricts have already closed for various amounts of time.  We know that some Districts are sending home packets of home-

work for students to be completed in the event of a closure.  We know that some Districts are taking the “Bury the Head 

in the Sand” approach as to what to do. 

 At HIS Kids, we are not much different than our surrounding School Districts.  We want to wait for the latest 

and best information available at the time.  We look to credible sources like the Center for Disease Control and the De-

partment of Education to give us guidance on how to proceed during these uncertain times.  We simply do not know 

what will happen in the next few weeks regarding our school remaining open due to COVID-19. 

(Latest information) 

 HIS Kids teachers have decided to be proactive about what students can do now that schools are closed.  All 

students (K-5) have access to different online reading and math programs like FIRST IN MATH, READING EGGS, and 

MATH SEEDS.  ABC Ya, and WQED offer free, child-friendly activities with tons of reading and math games for 

young students.  Additionally, HIS Kids teachers prepared packets of homework and suggested online activities to be 

used at home to keep students moving forward academically. 

 Please continue to check the www.hiskidscs.org website for more suggestions of safe, reputable online activi-

ties. 

 With all this information to process about how to deal with the COVID-19, it is safe to say that, at the very least, 

we don’t have much time to worry about the lantern fly crisis! 

http://www.hiskidscs.org




Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries! Please check to see where you are scheduled to serve in April.  

 

Head Usher:  Gail Steinhiser 

 

Liturgist:  Phil Henkel 

 

Collection Ushers:    

April 5  The Morgan Family (3), Dave Cadugan 

April 12  The Fife Family (4) 

April 19 Kim Steighner, Amy Warner, Sherry Pfeifer, —— 

April 26 Bruce and Terry Dean, Skip and Barb Wagle 

 

Greeters: 

April 5  Errol Foertsch, Dave and Pam Rearick 

April 12 The Morgan Family (3) 

April 19 Cindy Lemmon, Rich and Lauren Hoffman 

April 26 Ruth Barton, Rich and Sally Foust 

 

Nursery: 

April 5  Amy Warner, Kaya Morgan 

April 12 Michelle and Grady Morgan 

April 19 Tori Mowry and Shanda McLay 

April 26 The Fife Family 
Herald Assembly Team for the May issue:  

Terry Dean   Rex Jewell 

Judy Jewell   Eleanor Kingan 

JoAnn Lawson  Linda Morse 

Janet Sepich 

 

 

Acolytes:  

April 5  Communion 

April 12 Hunter Harrison 

April 19  

April 26 Mia Byers 

 

Flowers:  

April 5  Communion 

April 12 Terri Antoszyk 

April 19 Dorothy Steighner 

April 26 JoAnn Lawson 

Elders Serving Communion 

Kim Steighner, Doug Harrison, Kathy Acquiviva, Bruce and 

Terry Dean 

14 Kathy Cadugan 

 Rachel Lemmon 

 Brandon Mowry 

15 Adam Fleeger 

21 Deborah McCommon 

 Erik Steinhiser 

24 Dave Faust 

27 Harold Foertsch 

 Heather Reibel 

28 Denise Foertsch 

29 Casey Fischer 

3 Sherry Pfeifer 

6 John McCabe 

9 Steve Yamnitsky 

10 Shelby Antoszyk 

 Lew Crider 

 Gabrielle Durci 

11 Dianna Carr-DiZinno 

 Steve Antoszyk 

12 Richard Foust 

  

  

   Richard & Mabel Douglas  4/1 

   Bruce & Terry Dean  4/4 

 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary 

listed in the Herald, please contact Dianna in 

the office. Thanks! 




