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What better way to help encourage our 
college students, than to give them a little 
taste of home!  Please email the church of-
fice at summitchurch@zoominternet.net 
or call the church office at (724) 287-2378 
with your student’s college address and 
we’ll add it to our Summit Herald address 
database! Thank you!  

Articles for the  September Articles for the  September Articles for the  September Articles for the  September     
Herald Herald Herald Herald are due to the are due to the are due to the are due to the 

church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday, church office by  Monday, 
August 20.  Thanks!August 20.  Thanks!August 20.  Thanks!August 20.  Thanks!    



  

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

I have wanted to do this for a long time and I finally was given the opportunity.  I am excited about it 

too!   Yesterday, I sent in my vial of saliva to find out once and for all who I really am.   Am I really 

Welsh based on a last name of Jones?  Did my descendants mostly come from the British Isles based 

on family names like Middleton and Harris?  Was my great grandmother really 100% Native Ameri-

can?   I've heard the stories about how my great grandfather, who was a bootlegger, went to the reser-

vation to find his future wife.   
 

We've all seen the commercial on TV about the man who thinks he is German and submits his DNA for testing only to 

find out he is really Irish.  So, he trades in his lederhosen for a kilt!  I don't think I will change anything in my life regard-

less of what I find out about my ancestry because I have never made any life choices based on where my family originated.  

That is true unless you count the fact that my parents were from the deep South and I still love grits, sausage gravy, okra 

and banana sandwiches.   
 

My ethnic and national origins will be fun to know but they have little to do with my 

everyday life.  It is more important to me to understand what it means to be a child of 

God.  1 John 3: 1 says, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 

us, that we should be called the children of God."   Unfortunately, the title of "child of 

God" has been thrown around so flippantly that it has lost most of its true meaning in 

today's world.   
 

If someone who thought he was German suddenly finds out that he is Irish and imme-

diately changes certain aspects of his life, what do you think a person who suddenly 

realizes that he or she is a child of God should do?  Maybe that realization should 

cause us to rethink how we live?   BTW, even if I do find out that I am mostly Irish or 

Scottish, I am not going to start wearing a kilt, nor am I going to give up grits, sausage 

gravy, okra and banana sandwiches! 
 

     Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom   

 

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Terri Faust, Minister of Music  

Tammy Mowry, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

10:45 Sunday School  (Sept.-May) 

Youth Group as scheduled 
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

•Summit Church’s Christian 

Community Outreach Building  
 

•Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

•HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the June 12 meeting  

 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Tom noted that he had performed two weddings outside of the 
church.   
Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the May 8 Session 
Meeting.   Communion was served on June 3.  New members were presented to the 
congregation on May 20.  Two baptisms were done during the month. 

Finance:  Motion to approve Treasurer’s report.   

Congregational Care:  The Deacons are working on the upcoming 60+ and PLACE 
luncheons.  They will also be assigning Deacons to the new members.  The Lifetouch 
church directory will be completed soon. 
Missions Committee:  An update was received on the Alpha Omega Center, Hosanna 
Industries and the Net Outreach Center.   
Facilities: The roof work on the CCO has begun and will continue after VBS is done.  
Discussion about purchasing a new stove for the kitchen.  The current stove is over 50 
years and it is no longer serviceable.    
His Kids:  A full-time music teacher has been selected; motion to approve hiring.  His 
Kids will post a digital copy of The Herald on their website. 

             Submitted by Cheryl Nagel, Clerk of Session 

Programs 
HIS Little Kids—2 & 3 year olds with accompanying adult 
                                 Fall & Spring—8 week sessions 
 
2 Day Preschool—3 & 4 year olds 
                                 morning & afternoon available 
 
3 Day Preschool (Pre-K) - 4 & 5 year olds 
                                 morning & afternoon available 

Contact 
724-352-8177 

Office@hiskidscs.org 

Seats still open for 2018-2019 
school year 

Still need to enroll in PRESCHOOL? 



Christ’s Church…Our Church 
 

Study Verses:  Acts 1: 1-4; Matt 16: 18, 18: 17; Gal 3:23-25; Eph 1: 20 
 

Properly stated and readily identified, the Church is a local assembly of believers who have accepted Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and Lord, following His command to bring the Good News of forgiving grace and salvation to all lost in sin.  Derived 
from the Greek ekklesia, the word church is used only twice in the Gospels…both mentions are in Matthew.  It appears 
(115) times in the New Testament, mostly in the book of Acts.  Reason: The Church as the Body of Christ could not 
come into being until the redeemed were fully purchased with the shed precious and innocent blood of Jesus, followed by 
His Death, Resurrection and Ascension. Respectively, the first day of Pentecost with a large Jewish gathering dominated 
by the empowerment by the Holy Spirit, manifested by tongues of fire, is universally accepted as the inception of the 
“local” church.  Growth was imminent.  The term “church general” refers to all believers without concern for location or 
time periods and is absolutely dependent upon the second coming of Jesus in power and glory for all who have died or 
remain alive in Christ.  The Kingdom countdown begins. 
 

I wish for you to read a literary gem from my venerable Confirmation book, composed by an unknown author, and simp-
ly entitled… 

My Church* 
 

Deep in my heart I know the Church is of God.  In spite of human frailties she has brought 
blessing untold to all generations, including my own.  She has made my community and my 
country a better place in which to live, to work, to establish a home, and to rear my children.  
I would not want to live or die in a land where no Church spires point its people heavenward. 
 

I know the Church continues to live triumphantly even when men and nations reject  her by 
indifference or open hostility.   
 

I also know Christ loves the Church and gave Himself for all who would embrace it. 
 

In this knowledge I gladly give myself to my Church and offer her my loyal support by intelli-
gent membership, regular attendance, generous giving, ardent prayer, and devoted service. 

My Church Welcomes You! 
 
*Some words transposed 

…a study of God’s edifying Word by Bob Baker.  Discover the promises intended for all believers. 

SCRIPTURE SAVVY 

     THANK YOU to the 

many, many folks who 

donated their time as a 

volunteer at Summit 

Church this last year!  

Whether you were an Ac-

olyte or you prayed for the sick, whether you plant-

ed flowers or made a casserole for a potluck, all 

forms of volunteering are very much appreciated 

and bring glory to God!  That is because God is 

pleased not by the size of the service that we do, but 

our attitude in which we do it. “Whatever you do, 

do all to the glory of God.” (1 Cor. 10:31) 

VOLUNTEER  

SIGN-UPS BEGIN  

It’s that time of year again to con-

sider how we can use our God-

given gifts and talents to further the kingdom of 

God through Summit Church!  In this issue of the 

Herald you’ll find this year’s Volunteer Campaign 

form.  Please take some time to read it over and 

think about how you can help out at Summit.  

Please bring it with you to church or drop it off in 

the church office by this year’s deadline, Monday, 

September 10th!     



ADULT FICTION SERIES 
Tea Room Mysteries series 

18. Brimming with Questions, by Elizabeth 
Adams 

Patchwork Mysteries series 

4. Timeless Treasures, by Cara Putman 

 

Southern Quilting Mystery by Elizabeth Ad-
ams 

1. Quilt or Innocence 

2. Know What It Seams 

3. Quilt Trip 

5. Tying the Knot 

 

Bad Luck Cat Mystery by Kay Finch 

1. Black Cat Crossing 

3. The Black Cat Sees His Shadow 

 

Knit & Nibble Mystery by Peggy Ehrhart 

1. Murder, She Knit 

 

ADULT FICTION 

Murder in the Locked Library, by Ellery Adams 

The Whistler, by John Grisham 

Camino Island, by John Grisham 

Navy Grooms, by Debbie Macomber 

If Not For You, by Debbie Macomber 
 
ADULT NON FICTION 
The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, by Kathie Lee 
Gifford 
 
DVD 
Mickey's Storybook Surprises  
The Dog Who Saved Christmas 
 
Veggie Tales Series 
Larry Learns To Listen  
Little Ones Can Do Big Things Too!  
Lettuce Love One Another!  
Josh and the Big Wall  
The Pirates Who Don't Do Anything 
The Star of Christmas  

Church Stove Special Fund 

The church is looking to buy a new stove for the kitch-
en.  The current one is at least 50 years 
old and no longer serviceable.  We be-

lieve the cost will be about $3,000 - 
$4,000.  If you are interested in donat-
ing to help us make this special fund 

purchase, please indicate your donation on your offer-
ing envelope or stop by the church office.  

 Congratulations to our graduates!  
We hope you’ll join us in congratulat-
ing these students on reaching this sig-

nificant milestone.  Please pray for 
them as they head into their new      

adventures in life! 
 

Our High School graduate: 
Shelby Antoszyk 

 

Our College graduates: 
Celina Sanks, EKU 
Lori Painter, BC3 

 

Did we miss any high school or college graduates?      

If so, please call the church office.  Thank you! 

Saturday  - August 25 

OFFICER 

POSITIONS OPEN 
Now is the time for YOU to consid-
er being a Deacon or Elder!  Some 
duties include one to two meetings 
per month and coordinating a Summit ministry team 
(that does not mean you have to do all the work!).  
Please pray about it and then say YES! when contact-
ed by the Nominating Committee: Bruce Crider,    
Andrew Moyer, Garrett McCabe, and Amy Warner! 

Esther Stepanovich has a 

new address: 
166 Deseyn Drive  

Canandaigua, NY 14424 

We grieve with the family and 
friends of Laura Richey, sister of 
Lisa Beattie.   

We also grieve with the family and 
friends of Janet Beggs, wife of Don Beggs. 

May you all be comforted by God’s loving hand. 











   August 2018       not used in AUGUST                                                              

 

Our students have many good 

I like learning about numbers 

Bible verses for every letter.  

 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 
 

Time really flies when you are having fun and time has flown by this year as our Kindergarten students are now ready for First Grade!   
Our most recent Bible stories have taken us on a journey with Zacchaeus, Lazarus, Peter, Paul, and Silas.  Kindergarten has been very 
busy in Math learning how to add, subtract, measure, and exploring weight, temperature, and capacity.  In Reading, students learned 
about growing up and how they can do things if they put their mind to it.  Their favorite stories were The Little Engine that Could and 
You Can Do It, Curious George.  Social Studies took our class around the world as they studied countries and continents.  In Science, 
they observed live worms and watched plants grow while observing a sprouting bean and the plants’ root systems.  Some of our activities 
included experiments with water, air, wheels, ramps, levers, and magnets.  Students also explored the world of some of God’s smaller 
creatures.  They studied insects such as ants, ladybugs and learned about bees through an outdoor simulation.  Thank you to my students 
who always did their best work and to all our families and volunteers throughout the year.  We have been very blessed because you are 
here.  “I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” — Psalm 3:1.   
                        Mrs. Beamer—Kindergarten Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
What a year it is has been!  As first grade comes to a close we have been busy completing many activities.  First grade continues to ob-
serve the Hanover Eagles in Hanover, Pa.  They would be happy to fill you in on everything they learned.  The students documented the 
changes of the eagles by completing their science journal.  Our greatest tool we used to study the Bald Eagles habitat and the eaglets’ 
development has been the Internet in the classroom.  We watched the growth of the eaglets, mom and dad feeding the eaglets, and mom 
and dad’s care of the eaglets.  Technology is an important part of our classroom.  Technology has changed the way teachers teach.  It has 
wide range of uses to reach students of all learning styles.  The interest and motivation that technology brings to students makes its use in 
schools important.  Students who are exposed to technology will be more comfortable with it later in life and is only one of the many 
reasons to use it in hopes of preparing the students for the future.  In addition to technology, our hands-on science activities make science 
meaningful.  Our class grew lima beans and green beans in a plastic bag.  We compared which beans grew and which did not.  We ob-
served each of the beans and each of the students planted their beans and took them home to plant. Have a blessed and relaxing summer 
and remember to read with your child.  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  —Acts 2:21              
                        Mrs. Kunkel — 1st Grade Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I cannot believe it is Summer already!!!  Boy, has the year flown by. We did some exciting things at the end of the year.  We had our 
Spring Bash, Spring Concert, and Fun Day.  Plus, 3rd grade and 5th/6th grade joined together for a field trip.  We went to Invention Land 
and got to take a tour of Heinz Field.  Invention Land was a great way to tie in our STREAM program that we have had this year.  Of 
course, seeing the home of the Pittsburgh Steelers was just as exciting!  To end with a bang, on the last day of school we did an Egg Drop 
Contest.  Each student was asked to create a device to protect an egg from a far drop.  It was amazing to see what each student creat-
ed.  Unfortunately not all the eggs made it!  But, we still learned a lot about force and had a blast doing it.  I have been so blessed to be 
here this year.  This is truly a great team to be a part of.  I want to say a big thanks to all of my 3rd graders!!!  They made my first year 
here a memorable one and I look forward to many more years at His Kids Christian School!   Have a great summer!             
              Mrs. Maxwell — 3rd Grade Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Wow! I don't believe that I say this every time I write an article , but I'm gonna say it again; it is hard to believe that the school year is 
already over, these last 9 months plus have really flown by.  This has been a really fun school year for us here in 5th and 6th grade.  We 
have learned a lot and have learned a lot about giving back and lending a helping hand in the community and those in need. The recent 
Veterans drive that the school grades donated back in March and early April collected over 450 items; items that included shampoo, body 
wash, toothpaste/brushes, denture care, etc.  The 5th and 6th grade class and I took those items to the new Butler Veterans Affair facility 
and gave them to the Service Coordinator. The students enjoyed doing this and learned a valuable lesson in the process.  
The 5th and 6th graders also assisted Mrs. McKruit and I in organizing the Spring Choral Concert that took place on the next to the last 
day of school.  I' m personally going to miss the 5th and 6th graders as they go on to their next adventure; dealing with them the last two 
years has been an honor, I'm going to miss them.  Have a safe and wonderful Summer!            Mr. McKruit — 5th & 6th Grade Teacher 

   

May 28  — No School – Memorial Day 

May 30  —  Spring Concert (6 pm Preschool,  

  7 pm K-6)  

May 31  — Last Day of School – 11:30 am 

  Dismissal 

       Final Report Cards Issued 

   

Aug. 21 —  Orienta,on – Preschool and  

       Elementary (10 am) 

Aug. 27  — First Day for Elementary Grades 

  (2018-19 School Year) 

Aug.  28 — First Day for T/TH Preschool (2-day) 

Aug. 29 —  First Day for M/W/F Preschool (3-day) 



From the Principal – Debora Dawson, M.Ed 
NOT USED IN AUGUST 
 

150 Hallelujah! 
 

Praise God in his holy house of worship, praise him under the open skies; 

Praise him for his acts of power, praise him for his magnificent greatness; 

Praise with a blast on the trumpet, praise by strumming soft strings; 

Praise him with castanets and dance, praise him with banjo and flute; 

Praise him with cymbals and a big bass drum, praise him with fiddles and mandolin. 

Let every living, breathing creature praise God!  Hallelujah! 
Copyright 1993. . .2002 by Eugene H. Peterson 

 

“Hallelujah” is right!  2018-2019 is shaping up to be an exciting time for everyone 
at HIS Kids Christian School.  We will be praising God through music, song, and 
movement all throughout each and every day.  A new music curriculum will focus 

on the following goals: 
 

To develop a quality music program for all students enrolled at HIS Kids Christian 
School:   A comprehensive course of study will allow students to explore music 

through song, movement, instruments, and performance. 
 

To incorporate music into all aspects of the curriculum: The study of music will 
help children increase their language and reasoning skills, encourage rhythmic 
expression, learn new memorization techniques, and increase their sense of 
achievement.  Historical and cultural influences of music can be brought into 
the classrooms to enhance learning in social studies and language arts.  The 
important relationship between music and math abilities has been well-

documented.   The music teacher will serve as a school-wide resource. 
 

To offer music instruction in some form for all students on a daily basis:  Differenti-
ation of music instruction can be achieved once students learn the basics of reading and writing music by the end of second 

grade.  All students will be given the opportunity to learn to play an instrument in the upper grades if they choose to do so. 
 

To help students develop an appreciation for music by introducing them to many different genres and musical artists and com-
posers:  Exposure to different styles of music throughout the school day will allow students to realize that music is every-
where.  The knowledge of music will be a gift we will give them that will last for the rest of their lives. 

 

To have at least two programs a year that will allow students to highlight their musical abilities and talents:  Several school-
wide programs will give students a chance to demonstrate what they have learn. 

 

More information about the teacher who will head the music program will be included in the August issue.  God has richly 
blessed us with several amazing candidates who would each offer a unique perspective on incorporating music throughout the 
academic curriculum.  
 

Please help us share the good news that HIS Kids is all about praising God through song and joy.   
 

We Agree BUT We Did It First! 
 

It has been all over the news lately.  Full-day Kindergarten definitely increases kids’ academic and social development.  Being 
in school all day allows time to remediate and/or enrich what students learn earlier in the day.  Teachers find they have more 
time to provide instruction in a more relaxed and in-depth manner.  They get to know their students’ strengths and needs sooner 
and more effectively. 
 

An additional benefit of our Kindergarten program is that we offer smaller class sizes.  Teachers are better able to individualize 
instruction to meet the needs of each student.  This is true for the primary and intermediate grades, as well. 
 

HIS Kids Christian School has recognized the value of Full-day Kindergarten for many years.  We would never go back to a 
half-day schedule.  Just ask our Kindergarten teachers! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A special thanks goes out to the following sponsors who supported HIS Kids Christian School’s Spring Bash: 
 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 

724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 
 

Debora Dawson, Principal  

Rachel Trudgen, Secretary 

Katie Anderson, Financial Administrator 

LeAnn Yamnitsky, Preschool 

Patty Hankey, Pre-K Aide 

Marlene Beamer, Kindergarten 

April Watson, Kindergarten 

Christine Kunkel, 1st Grade 

Sherry Smith, 1st Grade Aide 

Shelly Rinaman, 2nd Grade 

Kim Maxwell, 3rd Grade 

Josh McKruit, 4-6 Grades 

Holly Collins, 4-6 Grades 

Perry Dawson, Computer 

Chrissy Filges, Cook 

Kelley Grabenstein, Art 

Crystal McKruit, Music, Library 

Carol Novy, Bible, Phys. Ed. 

• Lyndora Auto Sales 

• NexTier Bank 

• Twin Willows Auto Sales 
 

• C. W. Howard Insurance Agency 

• Benko Orthodontics 
 

• Anna Maria's Pizza & More 

• Kelly Chevrolet and Cadillac 



 

Dave & Kathy Cadugan         8/3/63 

Russ & Sue Morrow          8/3/60 

Rex & Judy Jewell          8/17/60 

Bill & Shanda McLay          8/18/12 

If you would like your anniversary listed in the  

Herald, please contact Tammy in the office. 

Thanks! 

17 Kenny Beattie 

18 Hallee Hassler 

 Michael Pettit 

21 Buck Pfeifer 

24 Jennifer     

McCommon 

27 Jim Lawson 

29 Pastor Tom 

30 Julian Sanks 

 Bonnie Smith 

31 Lisa Seybert 

 Tim Seybert 

2 Amy Warner 

 Michelle Farrell 

8 Sue Morrow 

9 Aubrie Faust 

10 Marlee Smith 

11 Lila Child 

12 Jim Foertsch 

 Barb Wagle 

14 Xander Smith 

 Ben Dean 

15 Valarie Wolfe 

16 Melody Kalten-

hauser 

Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries!   Please check to see when you are 

scheduled to serve in August.  
Head Usher:      Gail Steinhiser 
 

Liturgist:  Sherry Pfeifer 

 

Nursery:    
August 5 Jim & Celeste Faust 
August 12 Chris Corace, Jennifer Suttor 
August 19 Michelle & Grady Morgan 
August 26 Pollie & Shane Fife 
 

Acolytes:  
 

August 5 Communion 
August 12 Grady Morgan 
August 19 Hunter Harrison 
August 26 Mia Byers  
 

Flowers:  
 

August 5 Communion 
August 12 Gail Steinhiser 

 

August 19 Judy Sutton  
 

August 26 Dorothy Steighner 
 

Herald Assembly Team for the September issue:  

Peggy Peters  Skip Brown 
Kathi Fischer  Evelyn Gallagher 
Cheryl Rumbaugh Dorothy Steighner 
Paul Steighner  Dave Faust 

Elders Serving Communion, August 5 

Phil Henkel, Doug Harrison, Kim Steighner,    
Darlene Grabe, Travis Fife 
  
   

Collection Ushers:    
August 5 Bruce & Terry Dean,  
  Dave Cadugan, Darlene Grabe 
August 12 Phil Henkel, Helen Hortert,  
  Travis & Pollie Fife 
August 19 Doug, Trish, Madison, & Hunter 
  Harrison 
August 26 Evelyn Gallagher, Kim Steighner, 
  Judy Sutton, Errol Foertsch 
 
Greeters: 

August 5 Ruth Barton, Kathy Cadugan, 
  Valarie Wolfe 
August 12 Fife Family (2), Helen Hortert 
August 19 Harrison Family (3) 
August 26 Evelyn Gallagher,  
  Kim Steighner, Dorothy Steighner 


