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Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

This month we will celebrate Memorial Day.  It is, of course, the day we set aside each year to re-
member and honor the men and women who died while serving in the US military.  Normally we 
become so caught up in our picnics and early summer activities that we forget to take a moment to 
remember and give thanks for those who gave the ultimate sacrifice.   
 

I had planned to include "Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing" in our worship service on Memori-
al Day weekend.  However, I just looked at our hymn book and realized that the words had been changed.  I was disap-
pointed.  The version I grew up singing had a second verse that started with the words:  "Here I raise my Ebenezer." But, 
those words have been replaced because, I guess, nobody knows what an Ebenezer is. 
 

As a reminder of a great victory God gave to Israel, Samuel took a great stone and raised it as a memorial.  As he raised 
it he called the name of it Ebenezer, which means "stone of help," saying, "Hitherto hath the LORD helped us!" (1 Sam-
uel 7:12). Whenever the Israelites looked at the stone, they would remember how God had helped them.  
 

I think it is sad that the editors of our hymn book choose to replace those words 
which have so much meaning and power when we understand their origin.  It is sad to 
think that the Old Testament has lost its relevance in the modern Christian church.  
To reclaim that relevance, we need to focus more on the Old Testament than we do.  
Never should we forget the sacrifice of the men and women of faith made while serv-
ing the Lord.  And, never should we forget the sacrifice of the men and women who 
served our country.  If we do, Memorial Day will be replaced just like the words of 
the hymn were! 
 
      Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom     
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Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the April 9 Meeting 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tom noted that next month the Session and Deacons will 
have their annual combined meeting at 7:00 p.m. downstairs.  Pastor Tom provided 
an update on his journey with diabetes. He gave an update on Georgiana’s condi-
tion; she had a neurosurgeon appointment and will have an MRI when she comes 

back from California.    
Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the March 12 Ses-
sion Meeting.  Communion was served on April 7. 
Finance Committee:  Motion to accept the March Treasurer’s Report.   
Christian Education:  The Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 20 at 10:00 a.m. at 
the CCO. 
A VBS Funshop/Workshop was attended last Saturday.  This year’s t-shirt samples 
have been received and are hanging outside of Carol’s office. 
Mission Committee:  Alpha Omega Center joined us on March 31 and was well 
received by the congregation.  The Walk for Life will be held on Saturday, May 18. 
Worship Committee:  Diana reviewed the Worship Committee plans for Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter services. 
HIS Kids Christian School Report:  HIS Kids Talent Show is scheduled for April 
26.  They are also raffling a half pig.  Tickets are $5.   
Facilities Report:  Several items were reviewed and have been or will be taken 
care of. 
New Business:  Carol provided information about RightNow Media which is like 
the “Netflix” of Christian Videos.  It helps church equip their congregations with 
more than 20,000 videos (bible studies, adult and children videos, parenting series, 
marriage series, and Dave Ramsey to name a few).  Motion was made and ap-

proved to purchase one year using the Lay Leadership fund. 

    Submitted by Cheryl Nagel, Clerk of Session 



TIME IS SWIFT…SEEK YE THE LORD 

 
Study Verses: Hos. 10:12, Ps. 119:2, Prov. 8:17, Is. 55:6, Jer. 29:13, Matt. 6:33 & 7:7 
 
Just how critical is this weighty concern the Church holds for salvation?  Why all the fuss and bother over what 
the world considers theological nonsense or by some as pious scare-tactics?  With many matters requiring at-
tention, so little time is available for such an “iffy” proposition.  An opportunity will surely come available 
once things settle down!  Satan smiles, the casino cashier shouts “place your bet”, the odds lower unfavorably.  
This concurs with that presumptuous attitude you cling to.  Truths to ponder:  the life/death decision is strictly a 
Sovereign God decree; secondly Jehovah-jireh is in the supply-the-need business.  Jesus taught on the 
Mount…”be anxious for nothing!  The Heavenly Father knows the what and when of all our needs.  …Seek ye 
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you”.  Our Lord expects to be 
first in each believer’s life, inducing God’s blessings to flow. 
 
As a lion-hearted Bible scholar, C.H. Spurgeon so aptly addresses the Limited Time…Seek Now Dilemma…
his gentle wording veils a most solemn intent.  Spurgeon’s generational warnings must be taken seriously from 
one who spoke out like the old testament prophet from the Book of Hosea…”It is time to seek the Lord”. 
 
Spurgeon states in an evening devotion that salvation is priceless; the unsaved should open their hearts to Jesus, 

as even nature gives warnings to do so now.  Young person, contrary to your vitality and exuberance, you may 
perish before those prime years are reached “…Seek the Lord!”  Those hesitant souls who have reached mid-
life but are now experiencing signs of age…” that hollow cough, that hectic flush are not to be trifled with”.  
The astute pastor is not “crying wolf”, but pleading for a surer approach, knowing opportunities to “…Seek the 
Lord” are not limitless. 
 
Through an alloy of quotes, inferences and conclusions, I dutifully offer unrepentant sinners a liberating invita-
tion from Pastor Spurgeon.  Regardless of age, but especially if you have reached the stage where grandchil-
dren marvel that your heart beats and breath is detectible, life ebbs.  The season grows shorter with each tick of 
the clock.  Your day of grace is now! Insightfully, the Pastor sat in a quiet chamber and from his mid-most 
soul, spoke as God’s fervent messenger.  By paper and ink, he issues this warning.  “It is time to seek the Lord.  
Slight not a word, as it may be the final one”.  As a brother in Christ’s love, I press every wanting spirit to heed 
that call; a private alter call.   
 
The scriptures are crystal “Father God is not willing that any should perish”.  Come to the saving grace found 
only in Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by Bob Baker.   

Discover the truth and promises intended for every        

believer. 

SCRIPTURE SAVVY 

Office
Closed
Today

 

Memorial Day 

May 27 

Saturday—May 18 

Alpha Omega Center 

Fun Run & Walk for Life 

Register online at:  AOCPARTNERS.ORG 



ADULT FICTION SERIES 

 

Mysteries of Martha's Vineyard 
9. Swept Away, by Ruth Logan Herne 

Secrets of Wayfarers Inn 
7. At Face Value, by Ocieanna Fleiss 

Tea Room Mysteries 
24. A Cup of Grace, by Leslie Gould 

Miracles of Marble Cove 
22. Tracks and Ties, by Camy Tang 

Patchwork Mysteries 
12. Mystery on the Midway, by Vera Dodge 

Montana Marshalls by Susan May Warren 
1. Knox 
 
 
ADULT FICTION 
 
Secrets at Cedar Cabin, by Colleen Coble 
The Persian Gamble, by Joel C. Rosenberg 
 
 

YOUTH FICTION 

 
Spy Penguins, by Sam Hay 
Ballet Shoes, by Noel Streatfeild 
Mary Poppins, by P.L. Travers 
 
 
CHILDRENS FICTION 

 
Pig the Pug, by Aaron Blabey 
 

May  2 

Come to the P.L.A.C.E.: 

Picnic 

Lunch 

After 

Church 

Everyone 

 

• Fellowship after worship then... 

• Luncheon at 11:45 

All ages are welcome to this special picnic 

hosted by Summit Church Deacons!   

HIS Kids Spring Bash 

May 4 

11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

CCO 

Sunday, May 5 

in the Fellowship Hall 
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Our students have many good 

I like learning about numbers 

Bible verses for every letter.  

 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS! 

May is here and it hard to believe that the school year will be coming to a close soon!  I am so proud of all the 
Preschoolers! They have learned so much over this school year and they all have grown by leaps and 
bounds!  During the month of May we look forward to showing off our Hand painted Garden Pots that will be 
auctioned off at the Annual Spring Bash on Saturday May 4th. I hope all of you will be able to attend. We 
will be making our Mother's Day gifts and finishing up the letters of the alphabet and reviewing all the num-
bers, shapes and colors during this month as well.  We want to thank all of you for your continued prayers and 
support and I hope you have a blessed Summer!        
                              Mrs. Yamnitsky — Preschool Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
My goodness the year is slipping by! It seems that just yesterday we were thinking spring would never come, 
and here it is Easter already! Preschool through second grade has been singing lots of songs about spring, 
"Spring is here, spring is here, how do you think we know?"... frogs, butterflies, flowers, and rain of course! 
All grades worked very hard to learn our song "Kind Hearted Hand" to sing at the closing ceremony of Kind-
ness Week.  The third graders have been focusing on music from around the world and we studied Inuit and 
Hawaiian music styles. Several students brought in their own ukuleles to share with the class. Fourth grade 
impressed me immensely by practicing their recorders faithfully. I had promised them at the beginning of the 
year that if we reached the song "Blue Jeans" (a duet), and each student could play both parts with a partner, 
then we would watch a movie in class of their choosing. They accomplished that goal and voted unanimously 
to watch the original 1964 Mary Poppins. It was a fun reward for all their hard work!  We are now preparing 
for our Fine Arts Night coming up May 16th. Each grade is working hard to show off their musical abili-
ties.  The students never cease to amaze me with their talents and joy for music.    
                                 Mrs. Adams — Music Teacher 

April 26  All-school Talent Show 
April 30  Enrollment Night – Visitation and   
              Scholarship Info (6:30-8:00 p.m.) 
May 2  1st and 2nd Grade Field Trip – Aviary 
  Lunch Lady Hero Day 
May 3  Early Dismissal  
May 4  Spring BASH – Public Welcome 
May 6-10 Teacher Appreciation Week 
May 8  DIBELS End-of-the-Year Screening 
May 10  Early Dismissal 
       Staff Luncheon 
        Preschool Concert (1:30 pm) – All Invited 
         Last Session for Spring HIS Little Kids Program 
May 16       HIS Kids Elem. Festival of the Arts – All Invited  
         (6:30 p.m.) 
May 21  McBoard Night – Board Members Behind the Counters 

May 27  No School – Memorial Day 
May 29   Fun Day (Assembly – 9:45 am) Sponsored by  
       Boosters 

May 31   3rd and 4th Grade Field Trip 
June 6  Last Day of School  
  Report Cards Go Home with Students 



From the Principal – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

Family Matters 
Yikes!  With only a little over a month of school left in the 2018-19 school year, my mind is amazed 
by the list of activities on the calendar still left to enjoy.  However, it is with mixed emotions that we 
send our precious little ones home for the Summer months. 
 

We have all been through a lot this year.  We have cried and rejoiced with our students and about 
them.  There have been birthday celebrations, weddings, family reunions, new brothers and sisters 
being born, students returning to HIS Kids for a visit, pets being welcomed into our families, and 
loved ones being returned to health.  We have been made stronger by the common pleasures of life 
that we have shared.  We have laughed a lot.  Boy, how we have laughed! 
 

Likewise, we have endured many trials and heartaches during this year.  Beloved friends have 
moved away, children and adults have gotten sick and are still under treatment, loved one have been 
taken away from us, jobs have been lost, and misunderstandings have occurred.   We have cried a 
lot.  Boy, how we have cried! 
 

We look forward to the beginning of the new school year. Hopefully, most of our “family” members 
will return in good health and in good spirits.  We pray for the safety of all while we are apart.  It is 
obvious that our common bond is LOVE!  “We love because he first loved us.” - 1 John 4:19 

**To read the entire Summit  

Herald, please visit:  https://
www.summitchurchpa.org/summit-
herald-newsletters 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        
650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 
724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 
 

Staff 

Debora Dawson, Principal  
Rachel Trudgen, Secretary 

Katie Anderson, Financial Administrator 

LeAnn Yamnitsky, Preschool 

Patty Hankey, Pre-K & K Aide 

Marlene Beamer, Kindergarten 

April Watson, Kindergarten 

Christine Kunkel, 1st Grade 

Sherry Smith, 1st Grade Aide 

Holly Collins, 2nd Grade 

Kim Maxwell, 3rd Grade 

Josh McKruit, 4th Grade 

Perry Dawson, Computer 

Chrissy Filges, Cafeteria 

Michele Wardle, Cleaning & YMCA Cook 

Kelley Grabenstein, Art 

Suzanne Adams, Music 

Carol Novy, Bible (3-4), Phys. Ed. 

If You Want to Know – Just Ask! 
So, I’ve done enough talking for now.  I felt it was time to ask the students what they thought would 
make HIS Kids Christian School a better place.  The answers are revealing.  Without identifying our 
young respondents, here are some of their suggestions: 
 

• A water slide on the playground (Wait!  We don’t have a pool!) 

• Longer recess every day, rain or shine 

• More playground equipment 

• Lunchroom Theater every week (Mrs. Dawson likes that idea) 

• Cafeteria should serve cookie cake every week 

• More time to do arts and crafts (This was by far the most common response) 

• Less homework (You just knew this one would come up, didn’t you?) 

• Computers, computers, computers 

• Lots of field trips 

• Eat whenever and whatever we want 

• STEAM activities period more often in MakerSpace room 

• Work on a global warming project to help the earth 

• Make a giant ant farm (I’ll answer that one – NO!) 

• More SERVICE projects 

• A couple of sports teams 

• Learn to play musical instruments for a band 

• Air conditioning (Sure, why not?} 
 

The adult staff members agreed with several of these suggestions (especially the air conditioning).  
Our focus for the future does involve adding more STEAM, MakerSpace, art, and enrichment oppor-
tunities. 
 

Please feel free to contact me with your suggestions for improving HIS Kids Christian School.  We 
are always open to making things better!  Reach me at ddawson@hiskidscs.org  

Lucky Parents – Lucky Kids! 
This old grandma (Mimi) is a little bit jealous because you get to have your kids around you all Sum-
mer.  Parents, I gotta tell ya – I will miss them. 
 

You already know what I’m about to tell you.  There are many ways to encourage your kids and to 
empower them to feel good about themselves.  Self-confident children thrive on praise when it is 
earned.  Listed below are some phrases of encouragement that you can use every day: 
 Way to go!  Nice going!        How did you get so smart? 
 You’ve got this. You’re such a nice kid! I think you are amazing. 
 Good question. You are!   I didn’t know you could do that. 
 I knew you could do it. How generous of you. You make my heart happy. 
 Thank you for sharing. You are my hero!  I love to see you smile. 
 Great effort!  Just look at what you did! You did that as well as I could. 
  

Parents, please a personal favor for me.  Take your kids home until August 26.  Keep them safe.  
Keep them healthy.  Keep them happy.  If you run out of these phrases of encouragement, you can 
always use a good old stand-by – I LOVE YOU!   

   

Stay Tuned 
Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to 
help you stay connected.  Don’t forget to check out 
our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date 
on upcoming events. 
 
School E-mail        office@hiskidscs.org  
School Website        http://www.hiskidscs.org 
School Facebook Page     HIS Kids Christian School 
Boosters E-mail        boosters@hiskidscs.org 
Boosters Facebook Page  Hkcs Boosters 



Thank you for volunteering for the following ministries!   Please check to see when you are scheduled to 

serve in May. 

Acolytes:  
May 5  Communion 
May 12  Hunter Harrison 
May 19  Grady Morgan 
May 26  Mia Byers 
  
Flowers:  
May 5  Communion 

May 12  Joanne Huff 
May 19  Lisa Beattie 
May 26  Terri Antoszyk 

Elders Serving Communion, May 5 

Bruce & Terry Dean, Jim Faust, Kim Steighner, 
Travis Fife, Phil Henkel 
 

Head Usher:  Dave Cadugan 
 

Liturgist:  Celeste Faust 
   
Collection Ushers:    
May 5  Glenn, Michelle, & Brecken Farrell, 
  Chuck Nagel 
May 12  Phil Henkel, Darlene Grabe,  
  Bruce & Terry Dean 
May 19  Judy Sutton, Errol Foertsch,  
  Sherry Pfeifer, Skip Wagle 
May 26  Gail Steinhiser, Kim Steighner,  
  Skip Brown, Jim Hartzell 
 
Greeters: 

May 5  Evelyn Gallagher, Gail Steinhiser,  
  Kim Steighner 
May 12  Harrison Family (3) 
May 19  Rex & Judy Jewell, JoAnn Lawson 
May 26  Amy Warner, Jim Hartzell,  
  Bill Richard 
 

Nursery:    
May 5  Pollie, Shane & Zach Fife  
May 12  Tori Mowry, Shanda McLay 
May 19  Amy Warner, Kaya Morgan 
May 26  Jim & Celeste Faust 
 

Herald Assembly Team for the May issue:  

Skip Brown  Peggy Peters 
Dave Faust  Cheryl Rumbaugh 
Kathi Fischer  Dorothy Steighner 
Evelyn Gallagher Paul Steighner 
Jeanne Loudin       

Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the Articles for the     
June/July June/July June/July June/July Herald Herald Herald Herald are due to the are due to the are due to the are due to the 

church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday, church office by Monday,     
May 20.  Thanks!May 20.  Thanks!May 20.  Thanks!May 20.  Thanks!    

Saturday  -  

May 25 

2 Jennifer Suttor 

4 Ruth Barton 

 Kay Foertsch 

7 Christy Thompson 

8 Chris Corace 

 Britny Fischer 

12 Brecken Farrell 

13 Tony Sanks 

14 Bill Kingan 

19 Joanne Huff 

20 Kirsten Dean 

24 Brady Cichra 

28 Linda Harbison 

29 Steven Fleeger 

31 Bailey Kriebel 

 Lori McCabe 

 Steven Yamnitsky 

18 Kevin Corace 
   Carl & Tammy Mowry       5/1 
   Jim & Denise Foertsch       5/4 
   Doug & Trish Harrison       5/12 
   Chuck & Cheryl Nagel       5/22 
   Jim & JoAnn Lawson       5/25 
 
If you would like your birthday or anniversary 

listed in the Herald, please contact Tammy 

in the office. Thanks! 



 


